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Sparks] 


‘Buck’ Holler Rides Again 
Chevrolet Home First 
Keller’s Lion Cubs 
Knudsen Incognito 


see 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 









oo HOLLER was the winning | ¢ 
jockey in the Great American | 7 


of 


1938, that hoss 
race for suprem- 
acy in the sales 
field in which our 

automobile manu- 
i facturers com- 


sweepstakes 


& i pete annually. 

} Riding General 
#} Motors’ entry, 
i Chevrolet, Holler, 
+4 without having to 
go to the bat or 
even tickling his 
mount with the 





W. E. Holler spurs, swept un- 
der the wire 
lengths ahead of his field. It 


wasn’t a camera finish this year 
as was the case in the 1937 sweep- 
stakes, when the Ford entry beat 
him out on trucks, while Holler 
won the car honors by a whisker. 
ce te ck 

DECISION of the judges, in this 
case the R. L. Polk outfit, is that 
in sales as indicated by the reg- 
istrations of the calendar year of 
1938, that in combined sales of 
cars and trucks, Chevrolet had 
583,816 units to its credit and Ford 


464,547. In cars Chevrolet had 
464.337 and Ford 363,688. Chev- 
rolet led in car sales in all but 
two of the states. 
a Bd * 
CONSIDERING that the _ in- 


dustry as a whole was down 44.7 
percent in car and truck sales last 
year, the Chevrolet performance 
shines in comparison, for Jockey 
Holler is credited with being 
within 38.6 percent of his showing 
in ’38. All of which must be duck 
soup for the vice-president and 
general sales manager, who fin- 
ished his fifth year in that job and 
Is away to a flying start on the 
sixth one. 
-« * a 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS’ “Top 
Ten,” the thermometer of sales 
and the industry’s yardstick, also 
records two other outstanding 
performances. First, Buick im- 
proved its position by climbing 
from sixth to fourth place, while 
Studebaker breaks into fast com- 
pany by going from thirteenth in 
37 to tenth in ’38, thus gaining a 
toe hold in the rating chart. 

 — a 

WANDERLUST, developed to 
the nth degree in California last 
month, had me squirming at the 
desk in Detroit for a week. I had 

(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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NEW OFFICIALS of Willys-Overland start the ball rolling at their first 
public appearance before dealer-distributor meeting in Hotel Biltmore, New 
York, this week. Left to right, H. O. Wynegar, of Commercial Credit ‘Corp.; 
J.W. Frazer, new president and general manager of Willys; A. W. Pickett, 


New York distributor for Willys; and M. 


sales manager for Willys. 


J. Golden, recently named general 





Columbus Campaign Boosts 


Used Car Sales 70 Percent 


COLUMBUS, 0.—Sales in Frank- 


lin county were boosted more than 
70 percent during the “Dispatch 
Victory Sale Used Car Week,” 
sponsored by the Columbus Dis- 
patch Jan. 7-14, a final checkup 
revealed this week. 

During the seven-day campaign 
—which the Dispatch promoted 
with full-page advertisements, 
posters, news stories, tags and 
streamers—a total of 487 used car 
and truck registrations were filed 
for Franklin county, as compared |t 
with 279 for the same period of 
1938. The total also represents an 





Boston Dealers 
Readying Plans 
For Open House 





BOSTON.—Distributors and 
dealers in Boston and its sur- 
rounding cities and towns are pre- 
paring for the annual Washing- 
ton’s Birthday Open House. 

Special decorations, music, mov- 
ing pictures, valuable paintings, 
cutaway chassis will be featured 
along with the latest model cars. 
It is considered the big day to 
give sales a spurt for spring, with 
dealers getting many orders for 
new and used cars. Truck branches 
are also now open on the holiday. 

The open house is now such a 
well-established feature that fac- 
tory officials co-operate with spe- 
cial advertising copy. 





°38 Retail Car Financing 


50% Under 1937 Level 


WASHINGTON. — Preliminary 
U. S. census bureau estimates 
available here this week reveal 
that the volume of retail financ- 
ing of new passenger automobiles 
for the full year 1938 amounted to 
slightly more than $516,000,000, or 
50 percent under the 1937 level 
and 53 percent below the high 
mark set in 1936. 

December retail financing was 
12.6 percent higher than the same 
month of 1937, and 40.2 percent 
lower than December, 1936. Also, 
the December total was 4.6 percent 
above November, 1938. 


increase of 63 percent over the 
used car sales during the week 
previous to the drive. 

In addition a total of 60 used 
cars were delivered to out-of- 
county buyers py Columbus dealers 
co-operating in the Dispatch drive. 

To start off the bfg campaign, 
the Dispatch sponsored a rally and 

party on the eve of the drive’s 
inauguration, which attracted more 
than 400 dealers and salesmen. At- 
tendees were given inspirational 
talks; told of the week’s program 
and the offering of $1 prize by 
the Dispatch to each salesman for 
every car sold during the week, 
which had been advertised in the 
Dispatch columns. 

In addition to reams of display 
ad copy in the Dispatch, 125 post- 
ers appeared during the week on 
all of the newspaper’s circulation 
trucks and carrier sub-stations. 
More than 200 posters were fur- 
nished dealers for their showroom 
windows and car lots. 


38 SALES TOTAL 2.256.370 UNITS 


me omg: Chevrolet Tops Field 
With 583,816 Vehicles 


Low-Price Cars Take Bigger Share of Market; 
Registrations of Trucks Show Less 
Drop Than Passenger Units 


By William C. Callahan 


Managing Editor, Automotive News 

DETROIT.—Combined new passenger car and truck reg- 
istrations during 1938 reached a total of 2,256,370 units, ac- 
cording ‘to final figures released this week by R. L. Polk & 
Co. This represents a decline of 44.7 percent from the 1937 
total of 4,102,001 units, which is a much stronger finish than 
had been anticipated about mid-year, when sales were run- 

ning better than 50 percent below the 1937 rate. 
New truck and commercial car registrations made a rela- 
o——_\_——_ 


tively better showing in 1938 
than passenger cars. The truck 


total is put at 365,349 units 
for the year, as compared with 
618,249 for 1937. This is a drop of 
40.8 percent. Passenger cars de- 
clined 45.7 percent, with the totals 
for 1938 being 1,891,021 against 
3,483,752 in the previous year. 


As usual the lion’s share of the 
passenger car business was cen- 
tered in the lower-price bracket, 
with Chevrolet again copping first 
honors for sales among all mak- 
ers with a total of 464,337 against 
Ford’s 363,688 and Plymouth’s 286,- 
241. This means that in the years 
1930 to 1988 Chevrolet has led the 
field seven times, with Ford lead- 
ing in 1930 and again in 1935. 

For total registrations over that 
period, Ford accounted for 5,388,- 
906 against Chevrolet’s 5,353,872, 
which means that the leadership 
battle has been more or less a 
neck-and-neck affair, although 
Ford’s heaviest gain over Chevro- 
let was in 1930, when the company 
registered 1,055,105 units to Chev- 
rolet’s 618,901. These figures do 


not include commercial cars and 
trucks. 
That the battle between these 


(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


Ohio Dealers Assn. Ready 
To Open Conclave Tuesday 


COLUMBUS, O.—After con- 
siderable backing and filling, the 
dates for the annual meeting of 
the Ohio State Automobile Dealers 
Assn. have beer se: for Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, with the luvale selected as 
the Deshler-Wallick hotel here. 
Sessions will begin promptly at 
11:30 a. m., with a wide range of 
subjects to be discussed during the 
one-day meeting. 

Chief among the topics to be 
considered during the _ sessions 


will be: “What changes will be 
made in the dealers’ and sales- 
men’s licensing act?” “Strict en- 
forcement of the licensing act.’ 
“Will there be floor-planning a 
year from now, with banks rapidly 
taking over the cream of the 
finance business?” “Factory-dealer 
relationships in 1939.” 

While a wide array of speaking 
talent has been lined up for the 
afternoon session, the only speaker 
at the evening banquet will be} 
Gov. John Bricker, of Ohio. Ample ' 


opportunity will be provided dur- 


ing the afternoon’ session for 
members to be heard from the 
floor. 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
(Final Standings, 1938) 

First Ten in Registrations as 

Reported in AN Today: 
1938 1937 
Pos. 


Pos. 
1—464,337 768,040— 
765,933— 


2—363,688 
3—286,241 462,268— 
205,297— 


4—166,380 

5—104,881 255,258 — 
6— 98,399 212,403— 
7— 92,398 188,306— 
8— 49,163 Pack. 95,455— 
9— 46,184 Chrys. 91,622-- 
10— 41,504 Stude. 70,048—1 


Total All Makes 
1,891,021 3,483,752 


Fer cemptete standings of all 
makes, see Page 13, this issue. 


Make 


Chev. 
Ford 
Plym. 
Buick 
Dodge 
Pont. 
Olds. 


1 
2 
3 
6 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
3 





Box Score 

Comparative passenger car 
sales of Ford and Chevrolet 
since 1929: 

Ford 

1930. - 1,055,105 
1931 .... 528,539 
1932 .... 258,927 
1933.... 311,113 
1934.... 530,528 
1935.... 826,519 
1936.... 748554 
Boat. .2 se Genes 
1938.... 363,688 


Chevrolet 
618,901 
583,387 
322,860 
474,493 
534,906 
656,698 
930,250 
768,040 
464,337 


5,353,872 


- 5,388,906 


Totals. 


U. S. Fuel Tax 


Elimination Is 
Seen As Remote 








WASHINGTON. — With mem- 
bers of the present congress defi- 
nitely working toward the goal of 
economy, automobile owners and 
all other elements in the automo- 
tive industry are hoping for elimi- 
nation of the federal gasoline tax, 
which duplicates the state gasoline 
taxes and adds about 25 percent 
to that burden alone. 

However, whether that can be 
brought about at this session is 
held io be distinctly problematical. 

The federal fuel tax was slapped 
on in 1932 when other forms of 
internal revenue were off sharply. 
It was designed as a temporary 
experiment in view of the fact that 
all states impose gasoline taxes 
amounting to from 20 to 50 per- 
cent of the retail price. 

Under the terms of the original 
law, the federal fuel tax was for 
a one-year period. The tax, how- 
ever, has been repeatedly extended 
in the face of repeal advocacy by 
house and senate committees and 
vigorous protests by virtually all 
groups of highway users. 


National Gasoline Price 


Average Off One Cent 
CHICAGO.—The national aver- 
age price for gasoline is nearly a 
cent less per gallon than it was 
a year ago, according to a survey 
made in 50 representative cities in 
the United States, Charles M. 
Hayes, president of the Chicago 
Motor Club, said this week. 
The retail cost per gallon aver- 


aged 13.32 cents on Jan. 1 this 
year, as compared with 14.29 cents 
a year ago, plus taxes. 








1938 Car, Tru 


Chevrolet Tops the Field 


With 583,816 Cars, Trucks|| 


(Continued from Page 1) 


two titans in the industry was not 
fought in any one section of the 
country is shown in the fact that 
both companies have shown con- 
sistent strength in each state. 
Chevrolet, which took the national 
lead, also led in 46 of the 48 
states, this year for the first time 
in 10 years moving into first place 
in Michigan. Ford led in Louisiana 
and Florida and was nosed out in 
Georgia by a single registration. 
Altogether the “Big Three” this 
year increased its percentage of 
sales to total sales by garnering 
58.9 percent of the business against 
57.8 percent in 1937. While this 
might indicate a definite trend to 
lower-priced cars, since there were 
several makes which were added 
in this bracket for 1938, the sales 
in the upper brackets were marked 


Graham Officials 
On Tour to Start 
Big Spring Drive 





DETROIT.—Headed by Robert C. 
Graham, executive vice-president, 
a group of Graham sales execu- 
tives started a 
tour of distribu- 
tor cities last 
week to hold 
meetings for 
dealers, salesmen 
and service man 
agers and intro- 
duce a national 
spring drive 
which is expected 
to increase activ- 
ity in all depart- 
ments of the re- 
tail organization. 
Fred E. Bishop, general sales 





F. E. Bishop 


| manager; Clare Briggs, director of 


districts, and W. V. DeGalan, di- 
rector of service, are accompany- 
ing Graham and covering various 
angles of the presentation of the 
drive program. 

First meeting was held Tuesday 
in Milwaukee, following which the 
group moved to Kansas City and 
then back to Chicago. Other meet- 
ings are scheduled for Cleveland, 
Syracuse, Toronto and Boston, and 
dates for other distributor points 
are being decided. 

Everyone connected with Gra- 
ham sales, from retail salesmen to 
factory district managers, will be 
given a definite quota with prizes 
offered for outstanding perform- 
ance. 


McGough to Head New 


Montgomery Dealer Assn. 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—The 
Montgomery Automobile Dealers 
Assn. was organized here last 
week with T. D. McGough jr., as 
president. Other officers are H. O. 
Davis, vice-president, and Forrest 
McConnell, secretary-treasurer. 

It was the first time local dealers 
had ever banded together in an 
association. 


by shifts from one make to the 
other which would cast some doubt 
on the soundness of that conclu- 
sion. 

Buick, for instance, which closed 
1937 in sixth position, ended the 
1938 race in fourth place. Dodge, 
which finished fourth in 1937, came 
in fifth in 1938. Pontiac moved 
down from fifth to sixth place, and 
Oldsmobile, Packard and Chrysler 
stood pat in seventh, eighth, and 
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ck Sales Reach Total of 2,256,370 





LISTENING TO Alfred P. Sloan’s talk, brought from New York by telephone 
wires to the General Motors Club meeting last week in the Fairmont Hotel, 
San Francisco, are Fred Pabst, manager for Don Lee, and Larry Fisher, vice- 


president of General Motors in charge of body styles. 


Sloan’s talk was one 


ninth positions, respectively. Stude- of the highlights of the San Francisco luncheon. 


baker made a spectacular rise to 
end 1938 in 10th place after clos- 
ing 1937 in 13th position. 

In the commercial car field in 
1938, which showed stronger than 
passenger cars, Chevrolet led with 
standing being Chevrolet 119,479; 
Ford 100, 959 and International 
Harvester taking third place with 
55,836. Last year Ford topped 
Chevrolet in the commercial car 
division with the total being 189,- 
376 to Chevrolet’s 183,674. In the 
combined registrations of passen- 
ger cars and trucks, however, 


Chevrolet last year led the race. |, 
As in the final returns last year| chamber of commerce; F. A. 





OTHER ATTENDEES at the General 


Motors Club meeting last week in San 


rancisco were, left to right, Marshall Dill, president of the San Francisco 
Hoyt, president of the San Francisco General 


the five leading makes consisting | Motors Club and chairman of the day, and William S. Knudsen, GM president. 


of Chevrolet, Ford, International 
Harvester, Dodge and General Mo- 
tors Truck, which finished in the 
order named, accounted for the 
lion’s share of the truck sales dur- 
ing the year. While these makes, 
in unison with other branches 
were down in sales, they still 
maintained their ratio to the total, 
splitting roughly 90 percent of the 
truck sales among them. 


Retail Car Sales 
Index in ’38 Is 
39% Under °37 


WASHINGTON.—Retail sales of 
new passenger automobiles dur- 
ing 1938 were about 39 percent 
below the 1937 level, according to 
official figures released this week 
by the U. S. bureau of foreign and 
domestic commerce. The index 
number for the year was 66.5 on 
the basis of the 1929-31 average 
as 100. 





Daily average sales during De-| business 





AT THE LUNCHEON given by the General Motors Club gathering, in honor 
of visiting General Motors officials, are left to right, Thomas M. Ray, Pacific 
regional manager for Pontiac; King Chase, Pacific Coast regional manager for 
Chevrolet, and R. H. Grant, General Motors vice-president in charge of sales. 
Grant addressed the 200 dealers and executives present at the luncheon. 





Frazer Sees Light Weight, 


Economy As 


Overland Asset 





NEW YORK. — “Automobile 
buyers of today consider it good 
to be thrifty,” said 


cember were 33% percent above|Joseph W. Frazer, president of 
December, 1937, and 28 percent Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., in 


less than December, 1936. Without | his 


initial appearance before 


seasonal adjustment, it was stated, | Willys-Overland dealers and dis- 
there was a decline of about 5/tributors at the Hotel Biltmore 


percent from November to Decem- | here 


ber. 
The preliminary adjusted index 


this week, since taking 
Willys-Overland’s presidency. 
“There is every evidence that 


figure decreased sharply from No-|the modern sales trend is toward 


vember to December. This index 
which makes allowance for 


a light-weight automobile with 


the|low first cost and with greater 


number of days as well as for|/economy in operation and main- 
seasonal movements, was 87.5 in| tenance cost. 


December, on the basis of 1929-31 


“The trend in this direction is 


average as 100, compared with| being emphasized with the steady 
102.5 in November and 84.5 in Oc-| improvements in streets and high- 


tober. 
Named Vice-President 


ways, and with the automobile 
established as a necessity in our 


DETROIT.—Neil C. Hurley jr., has|8eneral scheme of living. 


been elected a vice-president of the 
Independent Pneumatic Tool Co. 
has been secretary of the company for 
the past four years. 





STUDEBAKER IS GETTING to be a habit with Horace V. Kimble, 71, who 
celebrated his 57th year of continuous service with the corporation. Left to 
right are George M. Sherman, general traffic manager and a veteran of 54 years 
service; Harold S. Vance, chairman of the board; Paul G. Hoffman, president, 
and Kimble. 


He | their 


“Automobile buyers are figuring 
transportation costs into 
their general budget. In doing this 
they are giving particularly serious 
attention to the first cost of the 
car they buy, and to the daily ex- 


pense for fuel, oil and general 
maintenance cost. 
“Modern engineering, in the 


past two years has made progress 
in getting the necessary amount of 


power required for the kind of 
performance demanded by auto- 
mobile owners from a type of 


power plant which in general has 
steadily pointed toward smaller 
piston displacement, lighter weight 


in the engine parts, and ma- 
terially increased operating ef- 
ficiency. 

“With reductions in weight in 


|the power plant, which have been 
furthered not only by the design 
of automobiles but also by the de- 
sign of airplane engines has come 
}an equally forward movement in 
the reduction of body and chassis 





| weight. 
‘Modern body and chassis de- 


sign are more compact, and this 
compactness with reduction in 
weight has been brought about in 
a type of body which actually of- 
fers more rgom than has hitherto 
been found in larger cars. 

Commenting on his assumption 
of leadership of the Willys-Over- 
land Motors, Frazer said, “I gave 
this movement the most serious 
and mature consideration. My in- 
vestigation revealed that Willys- 
Overland is building a production 
most fully in line with modern 
requirements. All I have seen of 
the design and production of the 
car has convinced me that it is a 
production of outstanding quality 
and value. I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that the organization can 
be built into one of dominant po- 
sition in the industry.” 

With Frazer, who is making a 
tour of the larger eastern dis- 
tributorship points was M. J. 
Golden, new sales manager. 


|and traffic division, 


Cool Reception 
Accorded Labor 
Law , Proposals 


NEW YORK.—State legislatures 
now in sessions are substantiating 
earlier predictions that there 
would be no immediate flood of 
new state labor laws. 

Bills proposing wages and hours 
regulation, according to observers 
here, were actually introduced in 
only six state legislatures during 
the first three weeks in January 
and there was a similar lethargy 
in the appearance of so-called 
“Little Wagner Act” type of legis- 
lation. Although accurate data is 
not yet available, it is known more 
such bills have since been slowly 
making their appearance in vari- 
ous state capitals, but in most a 
cool reception is indicated. 

Labor legislation recommenda- 
tions, it is reported here, have 
thus far been submitted guberna- 
torially to the legislatures of only 
11 states. In some of these, prin- 
cipally Michigan, the proposed 
legislation is quite acceptable to 
employers instead of being alone 
favorable to labor. Only 10 gov- 
ernors have thus far recommended 
enactment of state models of the 
federal fair labor standards act, 
despite the federal government’s 
advocacy of such state replicas, 
and in several of these instances 
legislative rejection of the pro- 
posals is seen as virtually certain. 


Dec. Car Sales 
In Boston Top 
1937 by 2,476 


BOSTON.—Massachusetts deal- 
ers generally were pleased when 
they saw the December figures on 
new car sales a few days ago. 

December, 1938, showed 6,419 
new models registered against 3,- 
943 in 1937, an increase of 2,476 
units. This gain cuts down the 
year’s percentage drop that had 
been hovering around 50 percent 
for the year. The 1937 figures were 
119,637 and last year 65,833. 

The sales increase in Decem- 
ber was made despite some deal- 
ers being short of new cars. For 
some dealers, December was the 
best month in 1938, exceeding 
even April, which is always a big 
month when thousands of motor- 
ists wait until Apr. 1 before reg- 
istering to save the first quarter of 
high compulsory insurance law 
costs. 


Ala. Tire Dealers Back 


Patman Chain Store Bill 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The In- 
dependent Tire Dealers of Ala- 
bama will support the Patman 
chain store tax bill now pending 
in congress and also work for 
passage of a fair trade act for Ala- 
bama. 

George J. Burger, of New York, 
secretary and general manager of 
the National Assn. of Independent 
Tire Dealers, was chief speaker at 
the meeting this week. E. P. Allen, 
of Birmingham, a director of the 
national association, presided. 








NEW WIDE RANGE of vision, as featured in the 1939 Oldsmobile series 70 
and 80, is one of motordom’s most important contributions to greater driving 
| safety, according to Oscar G. Olander (left), Michigan state police commis- 
|) sioner, after measuring the greater windshield area of Oldsmobile’s 1939 Fisher 
| bodies and finding 30 percent greater visibility. Capt. C. J. Scavarda, safety 


is at the right. White dotted lines, painted on the safety 


‘glass, indicate the substantial increase in glass area. 


| 
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DETROIT.—From responses to 
an inquiry recently sent to dea‘ers 
in states having automobile in- 
spection laws, the National Auto- 


mobile Dealers Assn. report: 
that a ratio of 10 to 1 feel 
that the public has _ benefited 


from the law. In most of the states 
having such laws, highway acci- 


| average 
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Dealers Favor Car Tests 10 to 1, NADA Poll Shows 


Faulty Enforcement is Cited 
As Main Objection to Laws 


thirds believe there has been a 
permanent increase. 

Opinions are about even'y di- 
vided as to whether the law has 


had the effect of increasing deal- 
ers’ 
with 
cents 


estimates 
to $15 per unit, 
report of 


with the 
about $1.50. 


dents decreased during the past | Those reporting no increase based 


year, and the 
attribute the cause, at least in part, 
to the inspection laws. 

They state that cars are in bet- 
ter condition, and that “junkers” 
are kept off the highways, NADA 
reported. 

Shop business has been tempo- 
rarily helped in the opinion of 
75 percent of those replying to the 
questionnaire, and about’ two- 





Wis. Governor 
Favors Lower 
Fees on Cars 





MILWAUKEE.—Gov. Julius P 
Heil, in an address before the 
opening session of the twenty- 
eighth annual state road school at 
the Schroeder hotel here, declared 


he favored lower automobile fees, 
especially for smaller automobiles. 


W. A. Burdick, state safety di- 
rector, told the school that, during 
1938, Wisconsin had 1,151 fewer 
accidents, 215 fewer injuries, and 
212 fewer deaths than in the 
previous year. 

E. J. O’Meara, traffic engineer 
for the state highway commission, 
said that the problem of the 
drunken driver had become in- 
creasingly acute with increasing 
speed and congestion on highways. 

W. F. Rosenwald, Minnesota 
state traffic engineer, reported that 
zoning Minnesota’s highways for 
various speeds has proved success- 
ful, whereas attempts to regulate 
speed by flat limits have failed. 

William C. Knoelk, vice-presi- 
dent of the National Safety Coun- 
cil and chairman of the Milwaukee 
safety commission, recommended 
more training of persons who use 
the highways, including pedes- 
trians. 

Resolutions adopted by the 
County Highway Committee Mem- 
bers’ Assn. and the County High- 
way Commissioners’ Assn.,_ in- 
cluded one opposing proposal for 
reduction of automobile license 
fees in Wisconsin or diversion of 
the revenue from these fees and 
the state gasoline tax for 
than highway purposes. 


other 








N. Y. Inspection ‘Law 


Doubtful, Ebbert 7” 
NEW YORK.—It is improbabl: | 
that the current state legislative 
session at Albany will approve any 
automotive legislation involving 
much administrative expense, such 
as compulsory motor vehicle in- 
spection or an effective certificate | 
of title law. Such is the observa- | 
tion of Ralph Ebbert, manager of | 
the Brooklyn and Long Island 
Dealers Assn., Inc. 











A SERIES of distributor and dealer conferences were held in the Los Angeles 


area this week by George W. Mason, 


Blees, general sales manager of the N: 
Spencer T. Honig, president of the Nash 
Mason; Blees, and Milton N. Larson, 


1515 
19,674 for 
| vious month and 9,044 for $4,390,- 





Pacific 


practice of 
ins before offering them for sale. 


used car department expense, | 
varying from 59| 


reporting dealers| their opinion on an establiched | 
reconditioning trade- | 


Some dealers felt that the law | 
would effect a saving as the trade- | 


ins would come in in better con- 
dition. The opinion was expressed 
by some that the law had 
proved the sale of used cars 
through greater publiic confidence 
in the condition of the cars. 

The question, “Are you gener- 
ally in favor of the law?” was an- 
swered affirmatively by 92 per- 
cent of those reporting. Some deal- 
ers also felt that the law was 
beneficial to dealers as it brought 
the car owners into regular 
tact with the dealers. 

Faulty enforcement was cited as 
the ma‘n objection to the law. Car 
owners have been able to obtain 
“stickers” from independent ga- 
rages and super service stations 
after their car had failed to pass 
inspection by a reputable dealer, 
some dealers reported. In those 
states where the inspections are 
made at private garages and no 
fee is provided, the dealers felt 
that it imposed too great a burden 
on them, but they were favorable 
to the law if some fee were com- 


pulsory, and a fee of from 50 
cents to a dol'ar was recom- 
mended. 

Dealers in states, which now 


have compulsory inspection laws, 
and who favor such laws, were 
urged by NADA to communicate 
with their legislators for there are 
movements to repeal these laws 
In Arkansas both the house and 
senate have passed bills repealing 
the inspection law there. All of the 
Arkansas dealers replying to th+ 
recent questionnaire were in favor 
of the !aw. A bill has also been 
introduced in Connecticut to re- 
a the compulsory inspection 
law. Connecticut dealers contacted 
in the survey were all favorable 
to the law. 


Canadian Car 


Financing Off 


| are 





im- | 


con- 
| 





Safety Drive Pays 
Dividend in Rates 


ATLANTA. — (UTPS) — 
Better safety habits adopted 
by Atlanta automobile driv- 
ers, as a result of the city’s 
safety campaign, began pay- 
ing dividends this week as a 
general reduction in casualty 
rates went into effect. 


A reduction from $44 to 
$40 in the standard casualty 
policy base rate for passen- 
ger automobiles was put into 
effect by all companies here 
who are members of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Casualty 
and Surety Underwriters. It 
is the lowest rate to obtain 
since 1931. 

Columbus, Macon and Sa- 
vannah (Ga.) motorists were 
also given reduced rates, the 
rate being cut from $33 to 
$30. 


Business Tone 
Up in January, 
Survey Reveals 


NEW YORK.—Although the 
volume of actual business was 
lower in January than the previ- 
ous month, the underlying tone is 
better, according to the current 
report of the National Assn. of 
Purchasing Agents. Business and 
industry generally were found to 
be moving along moderately and 
on an unperturbed basis, with 
more attention being given con- 
ditions in Europe than domestic 
happenings. 

The committee’s report, how- 
ever, as made public here, recom- 
mended to industrial buyers that 
purchases be limited to immediate 
requirements. 


“This suggestion,” it was added, 
“is not made from any concerted 
opinion that values or business af- 
fairs generally are impossible of 
improvement during the winter 
and early spring months, but 
rather on the basis of there being 
no inducement toward forward 
purchases, either from advancing 
price or lengthening’ delivery 
standpoints during the next several 
weeks. 

“The inflation bugbear does not 


|seem to be causing much concern 


in purchasing circles and in the 
event of a pick-up in industry 
there are few commodities that 
likely to move upward so 


MONTREAL.—Sales of 8,833|Suddenly that ample time would 
new and used motor vehicles were |Not be afforded to protect operat- 


financed to the extent of $3,937,- 
in December, 
$4,065,233 in the pre- 

384 in the corresponding month | 
of 1937, according to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. 

Preliminary tota!s for the cal- 
endar year 1938 show that 160,- 
719 new and used vehicles were 
financed for a total of $68,971,976 
compared with 177,893 units for 
$75,850,173 in 1937 a decrease of 
9 percent in dollar value. 
truck section of 
News is the only publication 
entirely for the truck, trailer 
truck equipment dealer. 
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president of Nash-Kelvinator, and W. A 


ash Motors division. Left to right are 
California Co., Los Angeles distribuicr 
Coast regional sales manager. 


jing schedules 
compared with | Price level. 


at a_ satisfactory 


ASME Conclave 
To Open Feb. 23 


NEW ORLEANS. — Industrial 
development and progress in the 
south will be the main subject of 
many of the technical papers to 
be presented at the American So- 
‘ietv. of M~«chanical Engineers’ 
spring meeting here, Feb. 23-25. 

Headquarters for the national 
meeting, the first to be held in 
New Orleans since 1916, will be at 
the St. Charles Hotel. At the same 
time and same place, the Louisi- 
ana Engineering Society will hold 
its annual convention with sev- 
eral jo nt sessions being held with 
the ASME. 

On Feb. 23 a luncheon and joint 
session on engineering education 
will be held by the ASME with the 
Society for the Promotion of En- 
gineering Education. 


Mitchell Sails to Check 
On Foreign Car Market 


DETROIT.—W. Ledyard Mitch 
ell, vice-president of Chrysle 
Corp. in charge of international 
business, sailed from Los Angeles 
this week to make a survey of 
automobile markets and general 


business conditions in the Hawaii- 











REPRESENTATIVES of Chevrolet’s 9,000 dealers were in Detroit last week 
for the monthly meetings of the Dealer Planning and Dealer Used Car Com- 
mittees. Among attendees were N. S. Clifton, right, whose attendance ef- 
fected a reunion with his son-in-law, William C. Musgrove, who is in Detroit 
attending the Post-Graduate School of Modern Merchandising and Management 
for Sons of Chevrolet Dealers. Both are from the Clifton Chevrolet Co., Silver 
City, N. M. 





USED CAR POLICIES was the topic for these two Chevrolet dealers who 
came east to attend the National Dealer Used Car Committee sessions. E. M. 
Schreiber, of the Nolan Motor Co., Garden City, Kans., is on the left, and F. 
B. Allen, of the Allen Motor Co., Ames, Ia., on the right. 





ED HEDNER, Chevrolet’s national director of service, hears of the National 
Dealer Used Car oo work from R. A. Balcom (right), of Comac Sales, 
Inc., Glen Falls, N. Y. 





J. L. DOAN, of Doan Calhoun, Inc., Philadelphia, discusses used car prob- 
lems with W. G. Lewellen (left), assistant general sales manager of Chevrolet. 
Doan is a member of the National Dealer Used Car Committee. 





chairman of the National Dealer Used Car Committee, is 
where he heads the C. A. Grieger Co. He is shown here 
assistant general sales manager of Chevrolet. 


GRIEGER, 
Wayne, Ind., J 
(right) with Felix Doran jr., 


Cc. A. 
from Ft. 
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an Islands, Australia and New Fatalities Off 13% 
Zealand ea ,| WASHINGTON.—Motor vehicle fa 
Mitchell plans to be away ubout talities in 133 major cities during the 
three months and among othcr|grct three weeks of 1939 totaled 47 
places will visit Honolulu and Hilo compared with 543 for 1938, a decrease 
in the Hawaiian Islands: Suva in|of 13 percent, according to the U. S 
the Fiji Islands; Sydney, Me]- | census bureau — caused i mo 
: a aa Rak: es tor vehicles in the 133 cities uring 
bourne, Adelaide and Bri bane in ne wack audios dea a Gaeiee 
Australia, and Auckland and Well- | 5, 19 fewer than in the corresponding 
| ington in New Zealand. week of last year 
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AUTOMOTIVE One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
a fa and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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What About Announcements 

N answer to two editorials appearing recently in Auto- 
motive News in regard to the proper timing of automo- 
bile shows and new model announcement periods, we have 
a letter from William P. Berrien, executive-secretary of the 
Philadelphia Automobile Dealers Assn. Mr. Berrien points 
out that the major opposition to the fall shows and intro- 

ductions comes from centers which do not hold shows. 

We do not consider this particularly relevant. The chief 
objection we have had from dealers in all parts of the country 
to the fall introduction and shows is in no way connected 
with the greater or lesser interest in new cars which this 
plan creates. Rather, the objection seems to revolve around 
the point that fall shows do create interest in NEW CARS 
at that time and the resultant heavier trading in, USED CARS 
builds up USED CAR inventory in the dealer’s hands at a 
period pf the year when he is least able to dispose of it. 

If these complaints are sound, then the dealer in the show- 
less center has just as great an interest in the proper timing 
of announcements and shows as the dealer in the show town. 
. We agree with anyone that the proper timing of announce- 

ments in relation to shows is highly important. Shows lose 
much of their value and inspiration if the models displayed 
in them have been seen on the street and in dealer show- 
rooms months ahead of the show opening. But this would 
be as true of the January show as it is of fall show. 

It may be assumed, then, that shows and introductions are 
so closely linked that only the shortsighted would attempt to 
separate them by too great a lapse of time. Thus, show time 
is predicated on announcement time and all dealers are af- 
fected by the announcement dates regardless of whether or 
not they participate in local shows. On this basis, then, we 
can, perhaps, simplify the question of dates by dropping all 
reference to shows and asking, which is the more desirable 
announcement time—fall or January? 


Muddling Milkmaids 

HIGH ranking executive in this industry, whose sound- 

ness of judgment we have always held in highest re- 
gard, remarked the other day that one of the difficulties in 
establishing lasting Jabor relations policies in this industry 
is that too many executives look upon present developments 
as passing incidents. These men, he said, harbor false hopes, 
which have bred false confidence, that unionism is a fad that 
will pass with the passing of the New Deal. Thus, they seek 
expedients which will carry them over the rough spots until 
that happy day arrives, rather than revising labor relations 
on a sounder basis which the situation really demands. 

These are the men, he added, who boast that only 15 
percent of their employes are union members. They do not 
realize that this 15 percent represents the radical fringe 
which controls the union. A union composed of 95 percent 
of the workers, on the other hand, would inelude a majority 
of conservative workers who through this majority would 
control the union and its policies, creating greater responsi- 
bility and sounder relations. 

The present dispute between the muddling milkmaids, 
John L. Lewis, CIO, and Homer Martin, UAW, as to who will 
milk the UAW cow, has direct bearing on this question. 
Should this dispute disrupt UAW it will alienate the more 
conservative workers from its ranks. It will, in effect, create 
two unions, both controlled by the radical fringe of workers 
and both openly at war. This will be helpful to neither 


workers nor employers and will be of little benefit to the 
leaders themselves. 
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THROUGH 
THE a minute the vi- 
WINDSHIELD rility of this auto- 
motive business of 
ours, get in your car and head 
south. I have been doing it once 
a year for a good many years now 
but never was I more impressed 
than in the 1,500 miles just 
covered. New ears from every line 
are common even in the most re- 
mote villages. Dealers’ places of 
business seem—oddly enough aft- 
er the bad year we passed through 
—spruced up and modernized. 
Few dealers don’t have their used 
ear lots attractive and well lo- 
cated. None were more than half 
filled which is the most encourag- 
ing sign of all. 


* * * 


I have a bone to pick with Tom 
Henry and the American Auto- 
mobile Assn. They are not living 
up to what the touring motorists 
have a right to expect, at least so 
far as exercising control over ho- 
tels which have been given the 
AAA emblem to guarantee every 
member a well-maintained hos- 
telry with good food, clean beds 
and fair prices for overnight 
lodgers. I would not pretend to ad- 
vise so long established an in- 
stitution on what should be done 
to correct the abuses now exist- 
ing, but I would like to call their 
attention to the programs of the 
automobile clubs in England, 
Germany, France and Italy where 
inspection is continually main- 
tained and where rates to mem- 
bers are established and printed. 
Any American motorist knows 
that he has to pay about double 
what the drummer just ahead of 
him paid for the same room. The 
two fairs are going to greatly in- 
crease touring this year and the 
three A’s ought to establish a new 
high in this particular service to 
their members. 


* * # 


Florida is having a_ peculiar 
season; even the old timers don’t 
know just what to make of it. The 
race tracks and night clubs are 
complaining, but building and real 
estate have taken a real spurt 
ahead. Miami papers screaming of 
death-dealing blizzards and record 
cold weather up north are good 
news down here. The incoming 
trains are running in two and 
three sections, while those bound 
north are almost empty. Boatmen 
here still pay a seven-cent gasoline 
tax with no rebates, which is a 
crime. From the condition of some 
old sections of US Route One, too 
little of the gasoline tax money 
ever gets to the highways. 


* * * 


Getting away for the perspec- 
tive is good for anyone, par- 
ticularly if you have just gone 
through the ordeal of the proud 
father outside the maternity ward. 
Thursday’s air mail brought me 
the first copies of Automotive 
Service. It may be still a little wet 
behind the ears, but I think it 
shows all of the makings of a 
lusty lad which can go out into 
the world and make a name for 
itself. Even before this gets into 
print, it will already be in the 
hands of more than 44,000 service 
managers in every city, town and 
hamlet in these United States. 
They will soon tell us whether it 
is started off on the right foot. 
Their suggestions and criticisms 
and yours will guide its footsteps 
in future issues. I will be back 
soon enough to pass the cigars. 
—G. M.S. 
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Muddling Milkmaids 


In This Corner-- 


‘Trend of Sales.....° 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not bé accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 


Used Cars 


We subscribe to Automotive 
News because it helps us to follow 
the trend of used car sales from 
the factory as well as registrations 
and generally depicts for us a 
trend of the automotive sales. 

We are particularly anxious at 
this time to learn something 
about used car inventories. None 
of the publication offices in Chi- 
cago are familiar with the inven- 
tory situation at present, and we 
are inclined to believe that you are 
as close to it as anybody can be. 

May we have your reaction to 
the present inventory figure as 
compared with Dec. 31, 1937.—T. 
J. Rowley, Stern, Wampler & Co., 
Inc., Chicago. 


Editor’s Note: Automotive News 
estimates used car stocks at 
roughly 650,000 units. The Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn. 
concurs in this estimate, placing 
present inventories at 45-days 
supply on the basis of the current 
sales rate. 


Granted 

We would like to make a couple 
of hundred planograph reproduc- 
tions of your table of State Motor- 
Vehicle Registrations for 1937, as 
given in the 1938 issue of Auto- 
motive News Almanac. 

We want to use these reprints 
in connection with a promotional 
idea about which we are writing 
to some of our distributors. 

Of course, we will be glad to 
add a foot note to the effect that 
the table is reprinted by permis- 
sion of Avtomotive News. 

Under the circumstances, may 
we have your permission to make 
such reproductions?—Walter Carl- 
son advertising manager, Ameri- 
can Bosch Corp., Springfield, Mass. 


Information 


Some two or three years ago I 
purchased what appears like a 
small piece of felt about three 
inches square in an envelope. On 





the outside was sales promotion 
to the effect that if dampened it 
was effective to keep a windshield 
clean in the rain. I threw it in the 
compartment of the car and let it 
lie until recently when my wiper 
quit one night. I remembered it 
and took it out and to my sur- 
prise it worked. 


I am anxious to buy a quantity 
of these and have been utterly 
unable to get any information 
about the article, or find any one 
who ever saw it. Do you think 
you can put me in touch with the 
source from which this can be 
procured? 














I will appreciate it | 


greatly if you can.—E. Ross, Dun- | 


lop Hotel, St. John, N. B. 
Epitor’s Note: Perhaps some 

= may be able to help Mr. 
oss. 





| Coming Events 


FEBRUAR 
18-25—Jersey City, N. 
son County Automobile Show. 
23-26—San Francisco. Automotive 

Maintenance Show. 
26-28—Fort Worth. Automobile Show. 
17-Mar. 5—Berlin. Automobile Show. 


Y 
J. Annual Hud- | 


MARCH 
7-10—San Francisco. American Road 


Builders Assn., convention, show. 
6-10—Columbus, 0. American Society 
for Testing Materials Mee b 
21-24—-Pittsburgh. Automotive 
tenance Industries Show. 


1- 8—Belgrade, 
bile salon. 
3- 5—-New York. Metropolitan Auto- 
motive Maintenance Show. 
13-14—Cleveland. American Petroleum 
n. semi-annual mocting. 
17-19—San Francisco. Nati Auto- 
mace Dealers Assn. annual meet- 
g. 


MAY 
22-June 8—World Automotive Engineers 
Congress (SAE)—New York, May 
22-26; In polis, os De- 
troit, May 3l-June 2; nm Fran- 
cisco, June 6-8. 
JUNE 
Hill F 
utomotive Assn. Meeting. 
OCTOBER 
12-21—London. International autemo- 
bile show. 
25-Nov.11— Milan, Italy. Automobile 
salon. 


5- 6—Buc. 
vania 


Pa. Pennsyl- | 


APRIL [ 
Yugoslavia. Automo- 
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... out of these storms come facts to help build better cars 


Tailor-made Tempests 


Mandalay and Nome, Mt. Everest and Death 
Valley are only an inch apart in Dearborn — 
an inch on the control panel of a great new 
Ford implement for research. It is a weather 
tunnel, the first ever built solely for scientific 
development of motor car design. 

Before a new Ford-built car is offered to 
the public, Ford engineers want to know it will 
perform faultlessly in any climate, that it will 
give brilliant service wherever in the world a 
motor wheel can turn. Instead of waiting weeks 
or months for performance reports from remote 


places, they send test cars into the tunnel to 


battle the world’s worst weather — and over 
three test tracks to conquer outrageous roads. 

Mounted on the treadmill of the dynamome- 
ter within the 124-foot tunnel, the cars race 70 
miles or more an hour into a 70-mile gale, 
plunge through howling sleet, rain or dust 
storms. Temperatures range from blistering 
heat to sub-zero cold. Nearly 100 separate 
readings of important operating factors — 
such as barometric pressure, load, air-fuel 
ratio, exhaust pressure — are recorded simul- 
taneously on the panel outside the tunnel’s 


observation window. 


Here and on the test tracks performance 
questions are answered long before the car is 
put in production. Here, too, are conducted 
searching studies in aerodynamic design, re- 
search of the type which helped bring about 
the acknowledged design leadership of the 
1939 Ford, Mercury, Lincoln-Zephyr and 
Lincoln cars. 

The weather tunnel is typical of Ford re- 
search. On a score of other fronts, Ford men 
are also using new methods, new approaches, 
in their constant effort to bring the world’s 


motorists constantly better values. 


Ga FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
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Automotive Exports Continue to Advance Steadily 


o——<_ _ a 
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Final Quarter’s Shipments 


59% Over Previous Period | 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — Automotive 
exports from the United States, 
which have shown a steady in- 
crease since August, reached a 
total valuation of $30,096,498 in 
December, the peak figure re- 
corded since January, the automo- 
tive trade division of the U. S. 


New Hampshire 
Bill to Loosen 


Financial Law 





CONCORD, N. H. (UTPS).— 
Several important automotive 
measures have been intoroduced 
in the New Hampshire legislature. 

Senator Harold G. Fairbanks, of 
Newport, himself an automobile 
dealer, is author of a proposal to 
amend the financial responsibility 
law so that an automobile, barred 
from the highways under its pro- 
provisions, could be _ registered 
again by anyone except the origi- 
nal owner or a member of his 
immediate family. Under the 
present drastic statute, a car in- 
volved in an accident, whether or 
not at fault, can never be operated 
in New Hampshire again if the 
owner cannot establish financial 
responsibility. és 

Under another measure, filed by 
Rep. Antonio Dupont, the motor 
vehicle commissioner would be 
authorized to revoke the license 
and registration “of any person 
operating a motor vehicle who has 
not paid, within 30 days, bills re- 
ceived for the purchase of gaso- 
line and oil for use in said motor 
vehicle.” 

It is also proposed, in another 
act, to place automobile finance 
companies under supervision of 
the state insurance commissioner 
and license them for a $25 fee. 
The commissioner would be em- 
powered to make such regulations 
as deemed advisable. 
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VALVE INSERTS 


FOR CYLINDER HEADS 





An interesting development at the 
recent National Truck Show was 
adoption of a Franklin air-cooled 
commercial engine for a new White 
Horse delivery unit built by the 
White Motor Company. The engine 
is a four-cylinder, horizontal op- 
posed type, of 150 cu. in. displace- 
ment, rated at 50 h.p. This Frank- 
lin model 4CHO-150, is made by 
the Air-cooled Motor Corporation, 
Syracuse, New York. Of critical 
importance on this engine are valve 
seat inserts installed in the Y-alloy 
Nickel-aluminum cylinder heads. 
These inserts are machined from 
Ni-Resist*, an alloy cast iron con- 
taining upwards of 14% Nickel. 
Ni-Resist is particularly well suited 
to this application because its co- 
efficient of thermal expansion is 
close to that of the Nickel-alum- 
inum alloy cylinder blocks. In addi- 
tion, this material has high resist- 
ance to wear, corrosion by exhaust 
gases and effects of high tempera- 
ture. As an added protection 
against service difficulties due to 
the effects of wear and high 
temperatures, both intake and ex- 
haust valves are 
made of Nickel 
alloy steels, 


*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N. Y. 








department of commerce reported 
this week. 

Foreign shipments were 14 per- 
cent above the November total and 
marked the fourth successive 


month of improvement in the 
overseas demand for automotive 
products. 


The continued strength of pur- 
chases in the foreign field was 
evidenced by the total valuation of 
$74,645,344 recorded in the final 
quarter of the year, or 59 percent 
above the third quarter total of 
$46,858,645, it was stated. 

Passenger car shipments num- 
bered 21,203 units in December as 
compared with 20,079 units in No- 
vember; trucks advanced from 
8,856 units in November to 13,630 
units during the month under re- 
view, and the value of miscel- 
laneous automotive products to- 
taled $10,015,224 in December as 
against $9,801,945 in November, 
according to the report. 


Pa. Federation 
Warns of Raids 


On Road Funds 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
John A. Rupp, president of the 
Pennsylvania Motor Federation, 
has issued a warning that Pennsyl- 
vania motorists “must be on guard 
against discriminatory action 
throughout” the 1939 legislative 
session. 

“It is significant that the first 
bill passed by the legislature and 
signed by Gov. Arthur H. James 
is one which transfers $26,000,000 
from the motor license fund,” 
Rupp said. “Similar legislation to 
transfer $8,000,000 from other spe- 
cial funds was delayed but the 
motor fund transfer was rushed 
to enactment. 

“The increasing danger of dis- 
crimination against Pennsylvania’s 
2,200,000 motor vehicle owners and 
operators is shown both by the 
transfer action and by scores of 
miscellaneous bills which already 
have been introduced by legisla- 
tors trying to raid the motor li- 
cense fund in devious ways. Many 
of these bills seek to divert motor 
fund money under the cloak of 
allocations to local governments.” 


Ga. Graduated Tax 
On Trucks Upheld 


ATLANTA.—The United States 
supreme court this week upheld a 
1937 Georgia statute imposing a 
graduated tax on automobile 
trucks and trailers engaged in in- 
terstate cemmerce. 

Dixie Ohio Express Co. chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of the 
act, set forth that it was being 
taxed for something it did not use, 
since the proceeds of the assess- 
ment were used for rural post 
roads, while it operated only on 
state-aid highways. The levy was 
estimated at $6,000 annually on 
the company’s 100 trucks. 











Riesmeyer Heads Ford 
Dealers in St. Louis 


ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Fred H. Reis- 
meyer has been elected president 
of the Authorized Ford Dealers 
Assn. of St. Louis and St. Louis 
County. Udel Thomson, of Nulsen- 
Thomson Motor Co., is vice-presi- 
dent; Jos. Heutel, of Sunset Auto 


Co., Inc., treasurer, and Wm. R.| 


Johnson, secretary. 

Directors elected in addition to 
officers are Barrett Weber, of Bar- 
rett-Weber, Inc.; J. A. Weber, of 


Weber-Diebel Motor Co.; Frank J. | 


Riefling, retiring president. 


Seattle Sales U p 25% 


SEATTLE.—January new 








car sales 


in this section are good, being 25 per- | records 
However, | Dec. 31 totaled 860,187 for 


cent ahead of a year ago. 
sales have dropped considerably be- 
low the “good business” of December. 








CONFERRING AT BANQUET, held in conjunction with the big driveaway 
of Dodge trucks this week from Detroit, are E. J. Poag, assistant general sales 
manager, left, and Frank Collord, Dodge dealer in Waterloo, Iowa. 





NEW DODGE diesel truck, incorporating many mechanical features of its 
own, was surrounded by visitors peering under the hood for closer views of 
details, during the Dodge truck driveaway this week in Detroit. 





A BANQUET and a floor show, punctuated by enthusiastic singing, were part 
of the entertainment during Dodge truck driveaway this week. In the center 
of this group, Jack Ackerman, of the Dodge factory, is leading two lowans in 
the rendition of the venerable classic, “Sweet Adeline.” 





THESE TWO SMILING gentlemen are (right) George W. Malcomson, man- 
ager of the Dodge organization’s Chicago region who organized the record 
Dodge truck driveaway from Detroit this week; and (left) L. J. Purdy, vice- 
president and general manager of the truck division of Dodge, who had the 
250 vehicles ready for the group delivery. In the background is one of the 


new Dodge diesels. 





$1,317,787 Is Distributed 
Under GM Savings Plan 


DETROIT .—General Motors 
Corp. this week began distribution 
of $1,317,787 in common stock and 


distributed to GM employes since 
the inception of this plan of sys- 
tematic savings 20 years ago. Of 


Current Upturn 





cash to thousands of employes 
throughout the country, under 
provisions of the Employes’ Sav- 
ings and Investment Plan. Of the 
total to be distributed, the cor- 
poration contributed $591,847, 
while $725,940 was paid in by em- 
ployes. 

More than $249,300,000 has been 





N. J. Registrations Up 


TRENTON, N. J.—An increase of 7,- 


|298 in New Jersey passenger car reg- 


istrations during the past year is re- 
vealed by statistics released by R. 
Earle Leonard, chief clerk of the state 
department. Official 
1938 registrations to 
passenger 
cars, as compared with a 1937 total of 
852,889 


vehicle 
showed 


motor 


this total, more than $105,900,000 
represents the corporation’s con- 
tribution, and approximately $143,- 
400,000 the amount paid in by 
employes. 


The current distribution is be- 
ing made to the Class of 1933, 
representing those employes who 
in the last five months of that 
year participated in the plan. Pay- 
ments were made only for this 
period during 1933. Each par- 
ticipant who paid $100 into the 
fund now receives a cash settle- 
ment of approximately $131 and 
one share of GM common stock. 
On other amounts paid in, returns 
are in proportion, cash being paid 
for fractional shares. 


On Sound Basis, 


Mason Asserts 





LOS ANGELES.—Basic factors 
show the current recovery is 
sound. This optimistic opinion was 
expressed by George W. Mason, 
president of Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp., during his stay here this 
week. 

He declared that in comparison 
with the 1936-1937 rise, the pres- 
ent uptrend in business is much 
more substantial “because funda- 
mental factors are right.” 

“There is no false stimulation,” 
he pointed out. “Inventories are 
being replenished because they 
were exhausted, not because of 
any scare about the future. In 
addition, the public is in a far 
better buying mood than it was 
a year ago.” 

Mason cited both the automobile 
and the electric appliance busi- 
nesses, in both of which his com- 
pany engages, as_ two _ trust- 
worthy barometers. He reported 
improvements in both lines indi- 
cate 1939 will be a good year. 

In the autumobile division of his 
company, he said, notable sales 
gains are now being registered. 
For instance, a 73.4 percent gain 
over the figures for the like period 
of 1938 was registered during the 
first 10 days of January. 

With Mason in Los Angeles 
was W. A. Blees, general sales 
manager of the Nash Motors di- 
vision. They are attending a series 
of distributor-dealer meetings now 
being held at points along the 
West Coast. 


Revisions Asked 
In Ga. Licensing 


To Save $500,000 


ATLANTA.— (UTPS) — Re- 
visions of motor vehicle licensing 
and enforcement which, it is con- 
tended, will save the state $118,500 
in operating costs and increase 
revenue by $500,000, have been 
made by an economy investigating 
committee to the Georgia house 
of representatives. 

The committee recommends dis- 
pensing with the two-tag system 
and using only a rear tag on each 
vehicle. This, it is claimed, will not 
only save the state $30,000 annu- 
ally on production costs and post- 
age, but will discourage “tag 
swapping” among automobile own- 
ers. 

The committee proposes to elim- 
inate the tag and weight inspectors 
of the state revenue department 
and state highway board, turning 
over license tag enforcement to 
the state highway patrol and 
weight inspection to the public 
service commission. This would 
result in a saving of about $88,- 
500 annually to the state. 

A system was recommended 
whereby the state highway patrol 
could impound improperly licensed 
cars in specified garages over the 
state and require their owners to 
produce proper licenses and pay 
the garage fees before redeeming 
their cars. 

The committee recommended 
that the present practice of ex- 
tending the deadline on tag regi- 
strations be discontinued, as this 
allows too much evasion of first- 
quarter payments. It is believed 
that $500,000 can be added to 
revenue collections if the practice 
is dropped. 





Record Sales Year 


Reported by Koppers 
BALTIMORE.—American Ham- 
mered Piston Ring division of 
Koppers Co. announces that 1938 
was the biggest sales year it has 
ever had in the automotive re- 
placement division of its business. 
Indications, based upon a survey 
of its automotive jobbers in all 
parts of the country, are for a 
steadily upward sales trend in 
1939. 


BSS 
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i @ As one Chrysler dealer puts it...“Get them 
at the wheel and they can’t resist!” Both men 
and women respond to the thrilling power, the 

| electrifying pick-up, the amazing smoothness 


of the 1939 Chryslers ... most brilliant performers 





in Chrysler history! 






New Ford Too 





Plants Part of Company’s 
$34,000,000 ExpansionPlan 


DEARBORN.—Two of the major 
units in the $34,000,000 plant ex- 
pansion program, carried out dur- 
ing 1988 by the Ford Motor Co., 
have been put into operation. They 
are the press shop and the tool 
and die shop, both of which are 


50,000,000-Tire 
Year Is Seen by 
Goodrich Official 


DET ROIT.—Manufacture of 
50,000,000 tires and a sales gain of 
at least 15 percent in the tire in- 
dustry this year is seen by W. C. 
Bray, manager of truck and bus 
tire department, B. F. Goodrich 
Co., who is in Detroit for sales 
conferences. 

“The tire industry experienced 
a substantial increase in replace- 
ment tire sales during the last 

uarter of 1938 and it is believed 
that this will be sustained well 
into 1939,” Bray said. 


“Tf estimates of 3,500,000 new 
cars and trucks during 1939 prove 
well founded, 5,000,000 more orig- 
inal equipment tires will be re- 
quired this year than last. 

“The average American pas- 
senger car tire bill will be about 
$17 during 1939, or less than 8 
percent of the car owner’s ex- 
penditures for tires 30 years ago 
when most cars required at least 
five new tires yearly and average 
tire mileage was only about 3,000 
miles. 

Other Goodrich company offi- 
cials here are E. D. Nathan, as- 
sistant tire advertising manager, 
and S. M. Strong, retail adver- 
tising manager. 











AUTOMATIC 
DUAL RATIO 


(patented) 
Parallel primaries 1 
and 2 are both con- 
nected by control 3 
for starting. As soon 
as motor begins to 
run, control 3 auto- 
matically disconnects 
primary 2, leaving pri- 
mary | to take care of 
driving requirements. 















2 COILS 





GREATER OPERATING 
EFFICIENCY 


The primary used for running is 
designed solely for that purpose. 
It makes the motor run better 
at all speeds. 


Saves Contact Points 


This coil does not draw excessive current at high 
speeds. So, contact points last longer. Wear and tear 
on the electrical system is reduced to a minimum. 
SPECIAL TEST OFFER for Fleets of 10 or 
more Units: Write us for details today! 


IVANO, INC. 


designed to advance the “straight- 
line” production methods of the 
Ford organization. 

The press shop has 1,500,000 
square feet of floor space, with 
850,000 square feet on the main 
manufacturing floor, and the re- 
mainder in the above-ground base- 
ment floor. The building, which is 
an L-shaped structure, forms an 
integral part of a united building 
which covers 64 acres and is three- 
fourths of a mile long and 1,000 
feet wide. 

The new building joins the old 
press steel building, the spring and 
upset building and the rolling mill, 
and that building in turn is con- 
nected with the open hearth. — 

The main part of the new build- 
ing itself is 1,660 feet long and 
392 feet wide, and the ell is 664 
feet by 240 feet. 

There are 2,100 presses in the 
new shop, 300 of them being new. 
With the other equipment in the 
new shop, they give the company 
much greater capacity to manufac- 
ture finished body sub-assemblies. 

Construction of the press shop 
has increased the plant’s capacity 
by 2,000 bodies a day. It permits 
the company to take steel from 
the rolling mill to the shop, where 
it is blanked, stamped or drawn, 
welded into sub-assemblies and 
shipped in the “white” to branch 
assembly plants in specially fitted 
railroad cars. 

The new air-conditioned tool and 
die shop concentrates almost all 
the Rouge plant tool and die work 
under one roof and permits the 
company to do virtually any job 
of this sort, regardless of its size. 
The toolrooms now _ scattered 
through the plant will do only 
maintenance work. 

The structure probably is the 














IN ONE! 


QUICKER STARTING 


Spark output is automatically 
increased for starting. The only 
coil that makes up for the reduc- 
tion in current available for igni- 
tion while the starter is drawing 
on the supply in the battery. 





123 EAST 21ST STREET 
CHICAGO, U. S. A. 










Dual Ratio Coil 









largest building in the world de- 
signed solely for this purpose. It 
is 1,225 feet long by 300 feet wide. 
There are 1,311 machines in the 
shop, 508 of them being new. At 
present there are about 1,900 men 
working there. 

The new shop has three main 
divisions: 1—body die and small 
die construction; 2—the tool, jig, 
fixture and gage division; and 3— 
the machine construction and re- 
pair division. In the last named, 
new machines and special equip- 
ment are built and general over- 
hauls made on all kinds of plant 
machinery. 


De Soto to Stage 
Sales Clinics in 
30 Key Cities 


DETROIT.—De Soto sales exec- 
utives, headed by L. G. Peed, vice- 
president, will hold a series of 
spring sales clinics with dealers 
in 30 key cities throughout the 
United States starting next Mon- 
day. Initial meetings will be held 
in Syracuse, Detroit, Chicago and 
St. Paul on Monday followed by 
meetings in New York, Buffalo 
and Milwaukee on Tuesday. 

In announcing plans for the 
meetings, Peed said that a special 
spring sales campaign would be 
discussed with dealers. An elabor- 
ate display of the new 1939 Plym- 
outh commercial car models, now 
being shipped to De Soto dealers, 
will be held near the central meet- 
ing place. 

The meetings will open with a 
luncheon, followed by a business 
meeting in the afternoon, closing 
with the display of the new Plym- 
outh commercial car line. The 30 
meetings have been divided into 
four groups, with factory execu- 
tives from Detroit in charge of the 
program. 

R. M. Rowland, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager, and K. W. 
Vance, De Soto merchandising 
manager, will conduct the Detroit 
meeting. Rowland and Vance will 
stage similar meetings in Buffalo, 
Feb. 7; Cleveland, Feb. 8; Indian- 
apolis, Feb. 9; Cincinnati, Feb. 10; 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 13; Atlanta, 
Feb. 14, and Jacksonville, Fla., 
Feb. 15. 

Peed and W. H. Barnett, direc- 
tor of commercial car sales for De 
Soto, will speak at meetings in 
Syracuse, Feb. 6; New York, Feb. 
7 and 8; Boston, Feb. 9; Philadel- 
phia, Feb. 10; Washington, D. C., 
Feb. 13, and Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 

D. M. Herrick, De Soto director 
of regions, and K. H. Bronson, De 
Soto advertising manager, will 
conduct the meetings in Chicago, 
Feb. 6; Milwaukee, Feb. 7; St. 
Louis, Feb. 8; Memphis, Feb. 10; 
Houston, Feb. 13; Dallas, Feb. 14; 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 15; Kansas 
City, Feb. 16, and Omaha, Feb. 17. 

J. B. Wagstaff, general sales 
manager for De Soto, and Harry 
T. Mitchell, J. Stirling Getchell 
advertising agency, will speak at 
meetings in St. Paul, Feb. 6; Seat- 
tle, Feb. 9; Portland, Ore., Feb. 
10; San Francisco, Feb. 13; Los 
Angeles, Feb. 15; Salt Lake City, 
Feb. 17, and Denver, Feb. 20. 








Hall Legislative Agent 


For N. H. Dealer Assn. 
CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS) — 
Leigh S. Hall, of Concord, has reg- 
istered with the secretary of state’s 
office as the legislative agent of 
the New Hampshire Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 

H. L. Barnard, of Concord, rep- 
resents the New Hampshire Truck 
Owners Assn. and Harry J. Welch, 
of Penacook, is watching legisla- 
tion relative to automobile regis- 
tration. 


Road Budget Set 


ALBANY, N. Y.—Appropriations 
totaling $27,800,000 for construction of 
highways and parkways are proposed 
in the budgetary recommendations 
submitted this week to the state legis- 
lature here by Gov. Lehman. Of this 
amount, which is $30,000 more than 
dedicated to the same purpose last 
year, an appropriation of $2,200,000 is 
recommended to begin construction of 
the Bronx Parkway extension in New 
York City. 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1939 


l, Press Shops Go Into Operation 





FENDER DRAW PRESSES in the new press shop recently completed by 
Ford Motor Co. at its River Rouge plant as part of a $34,000,000 expansion pro- 


gram begun last year. 








DOOR WELDER in operation at the new press shop building just completed 


at the River Rouge plant of Ford Motor Co. 





THIS FENDER conveyor forms a part of the Ford Motor Co.’s new press 
shop, recently completed at the River Rouge plant as part of the company’s 


$34,000,000 expansion program. 





Compromise Bill Would End 
Bad Points of Neb. Test Law 


Special to Automotive News 


LINCOLN, Neb.— The contro- 
versy over Nebraska’s automobile 
inspection law, passed in 1937, is 
being solved in the current session 
of the legislature by the appoint- 
ment of a sub-committee to draft 
a substitute bill rather than to 
repeal the law. The action was 
decided upon after a second hear- 
ing had been held on Sen. Swan 
Carlson’s bill to repeal the 1937 
compulsory inspection act. 


Members agreed that some form 
of the testing measure should be 
retained, at least for brakes and 
lights, and that the measure 
should be given more time to 
prove itself. Senators named on 


the subcommittee are Joseph 
Reavis, Jay Hastings, and Emil 
VonSeggern. 


A second fair trade measure 
(L. B. 120 by George I. Craven of 
Lincoln) has been introduced, 
amending the anti-discrimination 
statute by providing that the giv- 
ing of discounts, rebates, allow- 
ances or other acts defined as dis- 
criminatory and unfair shall be 
prima facie evidence of guilt in- 
stead of evidence only as provided 
|in the present law. The effect of 
| the bill would be to shift the bur- 
den of proof on the party com- 
plained against. 


Another bill is L.B. 143 by Sen- 


ator A. M. Johnston, which pro- 
vides that all employers, except 
of domestic and farm labor, shall 
make semi-monthly payment of 
wages. In case an employe is dis- 
charged, payment must be made 
within 24 hours, while in case an 
employe quits, 72 hours notice is 
allowed. If a strike occurs, pay- 
ment must be made at the next 
regular payday. Penalty for viola- 
tion is $10 for each violation, and 
fine and imprisonment may be 
imposed under specified conditions. 





Bright Business Year 
Forecast for Plastics 






















NEWARK, N. J.—An optimistic | 
1939 business outlook was painted | 
at the annual dinner meeting of | 


the sales organization and man- 
agement group of the Celluloid 
Corp., held here this week. 


Harriet E. Raymon, assistant ad- 
vertising manager, stated that “the 
enthusiasm engendered by 1938's 
steadily rising sales curve for the 
company’s lumarith plastic ma- 
terial and lumarith protectoid 
transparent packaging material, 


forecast an exceedingly successful | 


1939.” 





For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s “A Word in 
Edgewise."’ 
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@ Auto-Lite aids the nation’s defense with a complete 
electrical system for this portable engine-generator used 
by the U.S. Army to operate its 60-inch anti-aircraft search- 
lights. This is but one of many similar units built by the 
UNITED STATES MOTOR CORPORATION for gov- 
ernment and private use. 

o o e 


@ Night farming is now an actuality, as the picture at left 
clearly shows. Auto-Lite lighting equipment on this CASE 
“Cc. C.” tractor enables James Stephenson of Frankfort 
Indiana, to plant crops in short order. Disc harrow and 
fertilizer drill also manufactured by the J. I. CASE CO. 
















VES THEY ALL USE AUTO-LITE 
@ ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 


Through the years, automotive manufac- 
turers have learned to look on Auto-Lite 
engineering with extreme confidence. 
The dependability of any product that 
comes from Auto-Lite or one of its sub- 
sidiaries has long been taken for granted. 


Today the range of applications which 
Auto-Lite engineers are asked to design 
and build is wide and unusually diverse. 
Pictured on this page are a few of the 
many products on which Auto-Lite 
electrical systems are employed. 


THE ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE COMPANY 
TOLEDO, OHIO 


pleted 








@ Popuiar with yachtsmen is this 12-cylinaer “Capitol” 
marine engine which uses Auto-Lite starting, lighting sae 
ignition. “Capitol” engines are built by. THE AUTO 
ENGINE WORKS, INC., of St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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@ Not so pulse-stirring as the three-horse “smoke belcher” of an 
earlier day, this streamlined pumper. built by PETER PIRSCH & 
SONS CO.., is a far more efficient piece of fire-fighting equipment. 
A complete Auto-Lite starting. lighting and ignition system assures 
immediate action when the alarm bell sounds. 
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matatic | @ Down in Mexico, this narrow-gauge, gasoline- powered 
ainted locomotive handles the transportation problems of the 
ng of | Fresnillo Company. One of many built for foreign service 
‘athe by THE WHITCOMB LOCOMOTIVE CO.., its heavy- 
luloid duty engine uses a twin Auto-Lite starting, lighting and 


ignition system. 
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Truck Loadings 
In Dee. Top %37 
For Fourth Time 


WASHINGTON.—Notwithstand- 
ing that December truck loadings 
were 5.08 percent under Novem- 
ber, the volume of freight moved 
by truck exceeded, for the fourth 
consecutive month, the volume 
transported during the correspond- 
ing period of 1937, according to 
figures compiled by the American 
Trucking Assns. 

Like reports were received from 
193 motor carriers in 40 states 
who transported an aggregate of 
736,388 tons in December, 1938, as 
compared with 775,755 tons in No- 
vember, 1938, and 590,008 tons in 
December, 1937. The volume of 
freight carried by trucks last 
month represented an increase of 
24.80 percent over the tonnage 
carried in December, 1937. 

The decrease in total tonnage 
under November, 1938, was attrib- 
uted to seasonal trends in large 
traffic centers, accompanied by 
continued drivers’ strikes in 
Omaha and eastern cities. 

The onl 
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ADOPTION OF COLOR for LaSalle magazine ads and a more extended use 
of newspapers are highspots in Cadillac-LaSalle’s spring program, Admanager 
Frank J. Denney disclosed before district managers in Detroit. Said Denny: 
“We are turning to color for the LaSalle magazine ads in an exact reversal of 
our policy in 1938 when we used black and white for the LaSalle, color for the 


more expensive cars. This spring, Fleetwoods get the black and white.” In- 
dividual campaigns are planned behind the LaSalle, the Cadillac Sixty Special 
and Cadillac Sixty-One, and the Cadillac Fleetwoods and Sixteen. 


the preceding month were in the| cent increase over the correspond- 
petroleum products and automo-|ing month last year. Transporting 
bile classifications. The former| of automobiles increased 9.37 per- 
showed an increase of 14.55 per- \cent over November and 25.38 per- 


December gains over|cent over November and 20.99 per-' cent over a vear ago. 
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ETTER mouse traps, or better castings 
for dies... any genuinely better 
products ... are recognized by cus- 
tomers who beat a path of repeat orders 


to the door. 


Better castings are not made just by 
accident, but by rigid adherence to fun- 
damental ideals of quality. We know 
that we make better castings because we 
will make only the best castings, from 
the finest raw materials money can buy, 
by the most skillful craftsmen available. 
And our customers keep on repeating, 


year after year. 


Longer runs, smoother drawings, 
greater freedom from reworking 
and replacement...these are 


DETROIT GRAY IR 


FOOT OF IRON ST. 


...a better 
mouse trap:.. 


the demands you make of us. Year by 
year we have met these demands, kept 
abreast or ahead of them, by developing 
new metals and new formulas, by im- 
proved manufacturing methods, by add- 
ing to our plant facilities and equipment. 


Today, our complete line includes six 
electric furnace, alloyed and regular 
gray irons, headed by LEKTROKAST, 
the finest electric furnace iron possible 
to produce. One of these irons will 
exactly meet your demands. When next 
you are in the market for castings 
for dies, our sales and engineering 

representatives are at your disposal, 
L ih a 


P Ape en 


ON FOU 


y 


with, of course, no obligation 
to you. 





NDRY COMPANY 


DETROIT MICHIGAN 
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The News of Automotive Advertising 





By Pete Wembhoff 


Partner 

Paul B. Zimmerman has resigned 
1s assistant to president of the 
Norge division of Borg-Warner 
Corp. to become 
partner in Grace 
& Bement ad 
agency here. 

Prior to joining 
the Norge as 
vice-president in 
charge of sales 
Sept. 1, 1937, 
Zimmerman had 
been for 10 years 
successively sales 
manager and 
manager of the 
refrigeration de- 
partment of the 
General Electric Co. First entered 
GE employ by joining the adver- 
tising department in 1912. 





Paul B. 
Zimmerman 


Appointed 

Bud Moriarity, recently man- 
aging editor of Rob Wagner 
Script mag in Hollywood, has 
been named publicity director 
and account exec for San Fran- 
cisco office of Harry Elliott Ad- 
vertising, Inc. Has had 13 years 
in automotive and general ad- 
vertising. 

Teams up with Al G. Waddell, 
who heads agency’s Southern 
California operations. 


Returns 

March of Time returned to ozone 
Friday (3) over NBC coast-to- 
coast. New series sponsored by 
Time mag itself. 


Youth 

Ford Motor Co. (N. W. Ayer 
& Son) is running a series of 
full-page ads in American Boy 
mag designed to instil in youths 
the necessity for safe driving. 

Neat ads cite, in simplified 
style, how the expert drivers 
drive, circumstances which may 
occur while motoring, etc. Copy 
and layout are particularly 
smooth. 


Leaders 

Eight of first 42 top advertisers, 
spending more than $1,000,000 in 
mags, farm papers and radio dur- 
ing 1938, were of the automotive 
fraternity, according to compila- 
tion by Printers’ Ink of copy- 
righted figures of Publishers’ In- 
formation Bureau, Inc., New York. 
Newspaper lineage will not be 
available for several weeks. 

General Motors Corp., the top 
advertiser in mags, farm papers 
and radio in 1937, dropped to 
fourth position in 1938; Chrysler, 
fourth in 1937, was ninth in 1938. 
Breakdown of the automotive ad- 
vertisers: 


Advances 

Hoyt (Red) Metzger has been ap- 
pointed assistant admanager of the 
Country Home, with headquarters 
in N. Y. 

Metzger formerly worked in the 
Detroit territory, and has been in 
home office past year. 


Elected 


R. J. Faller and Arthur Reich- 
ert have been elected vice-presi- 


Headaches Waived 


Canada has waived custom 
duty on newsreel sound trucks 
covering forthcoming tour of 
King George and Queen Biiza- 
beth. 

Normally, duty must be paid 
on these trucks as well as film- 
making equipment, usually 
amounting to about $12,000 on 
each truck-apparatus combo. 





dents of Sterling Beeson, Inc., To- 
ledo agency. 

Faller was associated with U. S. 
Advertising Corp. for 17 years, at 
one time being manager of ade- 
partment at .Willys- Overland 
Reichert has been with U. S. Ad- 
vertising for past 15 years. 


Chatter 

True Story mag is breaking a 
special campaign celebrating the 
twentieth year of publication... . 
Walter S. Peper joins Smith & 
Gregory of N. Y., Inc., to promote 
Westinghouse Airbrake. W. 
Donald Diebel elected general 
manager of Macdonald Advertising 
Co. .. . Joe Mattus, for 10 years 
with Chicago office of Associated 
Farm Papers, goes to New York 
as Eastern manager... . Schwim- 
mer & Scott, Chicago, to handle 
dealer used car advertising for 
Chrysler division. 


Mass. Motorists Unite 


To Fight Fuel Tax Rise 
BOSTON. — Massachusetts mo- 
torists, who had been led to be- 
lieve that their worries over gaso- 
line and other motor taxes were 
at an end when Gov. Saltonstall 
stated in his inaugural message 
that “automotive taxes should be 
spent for the purpose for which 
they were collected,” received a 
big jolt when he recommended 
adding another cent to the pres- 
ent gasoline tax. 

The state gasoline tax is now 
three cents, and the federal one 
cent, so the new plan would put 
Massachusetts in the five-cent 


class. Immediately the protests | 
started and there is more than an | 
even chance that the legislature | 
will not pass the increase. i 





| 





MAGAZINES 








RADIO FARM 





' 
1938 1937 1938 1937 1938 1937 
GENERAL MOTORS [$4,121,557 $7,020,066 |$ 143,773 |$1,818,291 |$469,999 $626,748 | 
uick. . | 658,690 | 787,971 13,158 46,825 | 50,257 | 41,191 | 
Cadillac. ... | 438,755 464,299 14,952 | ae 
Chevrolet. . 655,778 | 1,058,845 | 375,425 | 166,247 | 157,873 | 
Fisher... | 209,776 722,253 51,135 | 17,157 75,426 
Oldsmobile. 420,014 658,315 142,451 | 32,908 | 14/010 
Pontiac 365,851 439,437 130,615 741,477 ; 
G. M. Inst.... 2,097 723,672 146,026 43,096 
CHRYSLER. 2,614,849 | 3,396,927 | 1,003,612 911,051 285,507 410,438 
Chrysler Corp. 478,691 | 961,979 | 1,003,612 | 911.051 | 25/600 | 47'640 
De Soto.. 445,604 582,963 . : 
Dodge. 437,298 704,856 107,412 | 179,174 
Plymouth 1,178,824 | 1,034,374 152,495 | 183,624 
FORD. 1,128,516 | 1,579,682 | 1,052,895 | 1,768,285 | 308964 | 318'781 | 
Ford Motor 811,933 | 1,250,474 | 1,052,895 | 1.768'285 | 209'594 | 294'543 | 
Lincoln 316.583 329,208 ° ; 
Fordson 16,270 | 34,238 
TEXAS CO. 964,994 851,826 405,265 | 558,045 | 88.140 | 126/145 | 
GOODYEAR 881,559 | 1,037,379 165,139 363.054 356,024 
INT. HARVESTER 614,825 | 507,133 529.197 | 538.190 + 
SOCON Y-VACUUM 956,891 | 1,209,503 95.400 | 168,628 
FIRESTONE.... 117,520 294,239 635,206 537,634 | 292'340 | 438.799 
GOODRICH. 579.125 | 1,034,081 871 198,031 | 195,223 
U. S. RUBBER 340.031 518,450 304,155 48.619 | 84.669 
PACKARD.. 531,135 716.526 146,220 757,820 , : 
SHELL. 650,010 | 671,633 283,110 233,746 29,954 
NASH 227,518 | 548.735 | 345.334 34.233 ; 
STUDEBAKER 556,826 788,715 130,692 10,890 
CHAMPION 382,856 261,848 107,328 | 105.078 
STEWART-WARNER 82,399 124,602 384.195 389.762 ‘ : 
HUDSON... 180,099 613,971 139,725 147,690 13.040 79,47 
GENERAL TIRE 321,370 365,665 ; 
COMM. CREDIT 248,706 172.662 
TIDEWATER 127,288 153,625 $2,548 18,531 45,138 28 ROL 
SINCLAIR 199,190 162,600 149,072 , ne, | 
CONT. OIL 122,275 | 121.700 ‘ 75,372 | 64,727] 
WILLARD STORAGE 150,988 | 176,905 16,355 | 75,445] 
AMER. ROLLING MILLS 66,310 75,573 52,962 41,669 19.695 20°03: } 
PERFECT CIRCLE 104,800 153.810 33.405 | 42,623 
FISK TIRE 108,261 147,701 24.201 11,880 
L-O-F... 127,042 233,090 ’ 
ELEC. STORAGE 88,000 | 86,000 35.872 57,885 
BORG-WARNER 103,500 | 553,850 8.114 6.037 
94,156 | 116,768 11,203 
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Wis. Amends Rules on Dealer Finance Reserves 


Excess Dealer Participation 
Is Defined in Amendment 


Special to Automotive News 


MADISON, Wis.—The Banking 
Commission of Wisconsin has 
adopted amendments to the rules 
and regulations governing licensees 
under Section 218.01 of the state 
statutes as follows: 


Rule 7 (g) is amended to read: 
“When a documentary or filing 
fee is added to the retail install- 
ment contract by a motor vehicle 
dealer, the charge to the retail 
purchaser shall not exceed two 
dollars. If the documentary or 
filing fee is paid by the finance 
company and included in the 
finance charge, no additional 
charge for such fee shall be added 
by the motor vehicle dealer.” 


Rule 8 (c) (1) is amended to 
read: “Rule 8 (c) (1) Unreason- 
able Dealer Participation. Any 
unreasonable or unconscionable 
dealer participation is hereby de- 
clared to be an unfair trade prac- 
tice. 

“Furthermore, any dealer par- 
ticipation in excess of the follow- 
ing is declared an unfair trade 
practice and unconscionable. 

“(a) Two percent (2%) per an- 
num, for a period not to exceed 








Universal Credit 
Appoints 4 New 
Vice-Presidents 





DETROIT.—Universal Credit Co. 
announced today that the board 
of directors has_ elected’ the 
following new vice-presidents: R. 
F. Given, Carsten Tiedeman, Harry 
C. Butkiewicz and Harry A. Met- 
calf. 

Given was with the Canadian 
Army and the Royal Air Force for 
more than 315 years, after which 
he joined the Willys-Overland or- 
ganization in Toronto in 1919 
when that company was rushing 
material and supplies from the 
United States into Canada _ to 
supply the shortage of cars follow- 
ing the war. In 1920, he joined the 
Continental Guaranty Corp., a 
New York company that had or- 
ganized a Canadian company dur- 
ing the war to introduce automo- 
bile financing in the Dominion. 


He remained as Continental’s 
manager in Toronto after the or- 
ganization was acquired by Com- 
mercial Credit Co. of Baltimore 
and subsequently joined the Balti- 
more company in 1926 to take 
charge of its business in western 
Pennsylvania with headquarters in 
Pittsburgh. He joined Universal at 


the time of its organization in 
1928. 


Butkiewicz a graduate of Ford- 
ham and member of the New 
York bar, like Given, entered the 
automobile financing business with 
the pioneering Continental Corp. 
Later he was associated with the 
Pontiac and Oldsmobile. factory 


Sales divisions of General Motors, 


and the General Motors Accept- 
ance Corp. He joined the Universal 
Credit Co. when it was organized 
In 1928 and has been the executive 
head of the sales division since 
that time. 


Tiedeman, who was born and 
reared in Savannah, Georgia, and 
graduated from Princeton univer- 
sity, organized and managed the 
Tiedeman Mortgage and Finance 
Co. of Savannah from 1923 to 1928. 
Active in the organization of Uni- 
versal Credit Co. in 1928, he was 
appointed manager of the Detroit 
branch and soon was promoted to 
the position of assistant manager 
of branch operations. He was made 
general credit manager in No- 
vember, 1936. 


Metcalf, who, as assistant at- 
torney general of the state of 
Michigan from 1925 to 1929, 
handled many important corpora- 
tion and tax cases, will continue 
to head the legal department. 


18 months, of the unpaid balance 
on any retail installment contract 
of a new motor vehicle. A mini- 
mum participation may be given 
of $8 and a maximum participa- 
tion of not to exceed $20. 


“(b) Three percent (3%) per 
annum, for a period not to ex- 
ceed 18 months, of the unpaid 
balance on any retail installment 
contract of a used motor vehicle, 
the model of which is not over 
two years old. A minimum par- 
ticipation may be given of $8, and 
a maximum participation of not to 
exceed $20. 


“(c) Five percent (5%) per 
annum for a period of not to ex- 
ceed 18 months, of the unpaid 
balance on any retail installment 


contract of a used motor vehicle, | Mf 


the model of which is over two 


tion may be given of $8, and a 
maximum participation of not to 
exceed $20. (A motor vehicle shall 
be considered over two years old 
when the year model of that car is 
older than the current year model 
and the two next preceding year 
models. For example: After the 
1939 models were introduced, 1936 
models and all models previous 
thereto became more than two 
years old). 


“The foregoing dealer partici- 
pation is allowed by the Commis- 
sion as a sufficient and adequate 
sum to compensate reasonably 
prudent motor vehicle dealers for 
lusses incurred by them on motor 
vehicles sold on the installment 
plan until such a time as a survey 
can be made for final determina- 
tion of this phase of the industry.” 


Operating Full Time 
WEST ALLIS, Wis.—All tractor di- 
vision plants of the Allis-Chalmers 
g. Co. are currently running full 
time with the company’s inventory of 
farm implements Jan. 1 running some 


years old. A minimum participa- !$3,000,000 less than a year ago. 


11 





N. Y. Dealers Unite to Fight 
Extension of State Fuel Tax 


ALBANY, N. Y.—The Empire 
State Motor Vehicle Dealers Assn. 
was one of several statewide or- 
ganizations to unite in immedi- 
ately protesting against Gov. Leh- 
man’s recommended permanence 
for all existing emergency state 
taxes, including a two-cent gaso- 
line tax rate inicrease which, un- 
less extended, would expire June 
30 next. Similar objection was 
voiced by agricultural, motorist 
and other groups. 


The protests were _ released 
through the state automobile asso- 
ciation, which led the criticism of 
proposed continuance in perma- 
nent form of the “emergency” 
gasoline tax increase and the di- 
version of its revenues to other 
than highway construction and 
maintenance purposes. Gov. Leh- 
man’s recommendation that all 


emergency levies be made perma- 
nent was contained in his $411,- 
682,122 state budget balancing 
message to the legislature, to- 
gether with proposed enactment 
of three new state taxes to yield 
$64,000,000 annually. 

William J. Gottlieb, chairman 
of the legislative committee of the 
state automobile association, de- 
clared: “The time has come for all 
motorists to speak up in protest 
against a program which would 
mean the end of a constructive 
highway policy and lead to motor- 
ists paying an even greater pro- 
portion of the state budget than 
the 25 percent they now con- 
tribute.” 


Meanwhile, protests against the 
entire tax program of the governor 
are rapidly increasing among busi- 
ness, taxpayer and civic groups. 





AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 


TO ALL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS IN AMERICA 


By Joseph W. Frazer 
President of Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. 


“Since assuming my duties as President of Willys- 
Overland Motors, Inc. a few days ago, a countless number 
of my best friends—automobile dealers in all sections of 
the country—have been kind enough to phone, wire and 
write me their congratulations and best wishes for success. 


“To all of these friends I desire to express my sincere 
thanks for their good wishes and the deepest appreciation 
of what their friendship means to me. 


“My coming with Willys-Overland was not a sudden 
move. I gave it long and serious study. After 26 years in 
the automobile business I have become more and more 
convinced that the greatest opportunity in this industry 
lies in the manufacturing and merchandising of low-cost 
transportation. I found in Willys-Overland, with its splen- 
did product priced lower than any other full-sized American- 
buile car, and with its outstanding record for economy in 
maintenance, the very kind of car that appeals to the 
greatest possible number of users. 


“Its low initial cost, its amazing economy of operation, 
its remarkable performance and ease of handling, coupled 
with roominess and comfort that are most astonishing to 
the uninitiated, make this car in my Opinion the greatest 
value on the American market. 


“Some years ago I had an active part in helping bring 
a certain motorcar from a remote position in the industry 
to the very forefront of volume production. This was one 
of the most interesting selling experiences of my life. I 


see in the development of the Willys-Overland business the 
most remarkable opportunity for distributors and dealers 
that has been offered in a number of years. A surprisingly 
small capital investment, backed by personal integrity and 


a genuine ambition to succeed, are the main requirements. 
LT 


“Willys-Overland cars have gained and are holding the 
reputation for being the most economically operated of 
all American-built cars. Countless of our owners report they 
save $100, $150, $200 and even more per year by operat- 
ing their cars, compared to the operating expenses of cars 
they formerly owned. Savings like these are of tremendous 
importance to people in the enormous low-to-medium- 
income group. 

“These evidences of savings, told by owners to their 
friends, have accounted for thousands of sales of Willys- 
Overland products during the past two years. 


“Everybody admits that the Overland isa beautiful car. 
Its performance in smoothness, power, comfortable riding 
and in covering the ground, leaves nothing to be desired. 
The 1939 Overland car was a revelation to me, just as it 
is to everyone who takes a ride. It represents a real triumph 
in modern engineering skill. 

“We are now revamping a number of our sales terri- 
tories and will welcome inquiries from interested dealers 
who want to make a success for themselves and their 


families for future years, BEGINNING NOW. 


“A wire or letter addressed to me personally will bring full 
particulars about the Willys-Overland dealer Franchise.” 
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Sales Through Sewice 
Modern Equipment Ups Service Sales 25% in Year 


—more $ $8 


for Dealers! 





—more $ $$ 
for Dealers! 
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more than $1,073,953 worth of re- 
tail business during the 4% years 
the ordinance has been in effect. 
The local Better Business 
Bureau estimates that of these 
transient peddlers only 5 percent 
are entirely honest and fair, the 
remaining 95 percent being “gyps.”’ 















Buys Dealership 
MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Charles T. Everts. 
used car dealer here, has bought the 
— Tri-State Motor Co. W. E. Barlow. 
» present manager, will continue’ in 
charge, and the name of the firm will 
be changed to Chas. T. Everts Co. 



























Used Car Ads 


oO 
CHICAGO.—The Chicago Trib- 
une has announced a new regula- 
tion which is expected to prevent 
misleading advertisements from 
being published in connection with 

the sale of used cars. 
The regulation requires, in ef- 
fect, that any automobile adver- 


tisement which quotes a price less 


than 20 percent more than the aver- 
age cash value as published by 
reliable authorities, must be ap- 
proved by the management before 
it will be inserted in the paper. 
It will not be approved until an 
investigation satisfies the manage- 
ment that the car is as repre- 
sented by the advertisement. 

If the car is priced low because 
it has been wrecked or if there is 





anything else wrong with it that 
the buyer should know before pur- 
chase, such information must be 
made a part of the advertisement. 








Accessory Show Sales 


Rise 10% Over 1937 


NEW YORK. — Approximately 
$15,000,000 worth of business, rep- 
resenting an increase of 10 per- 
cent over the previous annual 
| event, was indicated by prelimin- 
ary estimates to have been written 
at the trade exposition sponsored 




















































body bolts; tighten all moulding 
and screws; take out all squeaks 
and rattles: complete lubrication: 
and check and focus headlamps. 
The complete service is offered at 
$2.75. 

a He a: 

Service men for Crawford's 
Auto Shop (Ford), Birmingham, 
Ala., make from $3 to $5 weekly, 
in addition to their salaries, by 
selling lubrication certificates. 
These certificates, good for 10 lub- 
rications, sell for $6.50 and the 
salesman gets $1 commission. Over 
2,000 of these certificates have 
been sold in be — two years. 


Milwaukee Chevrolet dealers on 
Jan. 25 inaugurated a four-day 
sale of 751 used cars at below 
wholesale prices. Dealers par- 
ticipating in the sale were Gar- 
field Chevrolet, Inc., Hall Chev- 
rolet, Inc., Humphrey Chevrolet 
Co., King-Braeger Co., Mid-City 
Chevrolet Co., Edmund Snyder, 
Inc., South Side Chevrolet Co. and 
Yunker-Hansen Co. The cam- 
paign included large space news- 
paper advertising and other spe- 
cial promotions. 


To feel the pulse of the industry. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
's_a necessity. _ 








has been in the same location for 
23 years. He now handles both the 
Ford and the Mercury 8. 

At the new neighborhood service 
station, Johns will maintain a com- 
plete force of factory-trained me- 
chanics, together with a staff of 
10 car salesmen, making a total 
force of approximately 25 em- 
ployes. 

The personnel will be in charge 
of James H. Hicks, manager of 
the new branch. Hicks has been 
in the employ of Johns Brothers 
for the past 20 years as sales man- 
ager and service manager. He re- 
ceived his early training in the 
automobile business in a _ service 
department of the Ford Motor Co. 
here. 

In addition to new and used car 
sales, the service department will 
be a feature of the branch busi- 
ness. The department is equipped 
with the latest devices of all kinds 





Denver Dealers 
Join Hands in 
Promoting Sales 








DENVER.—A number of auto- 
mobile dealers here have speeded 
up sale of used cars by a differ- 
ent type of newspaper advertising. 





HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
In a bulletin to members of the 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn., C. 
S. Klugh, manager, urges dealers 
to contact Pennsylvania legisla- 
tors in an effort to secure a reduc- 
tion in workmen’s compensation 
rates for members of the associa- 
tion. 

Klugh pointed out that the rate 
for “our classification was $1.35 
per $100 payroll in 1937, and that 
in 1938 it was raised to $2.20 per 
$100. The schedule for 1939 calls 
for a rate of $2.25 per $100 pay- 
roll.” 

Klugh, for dealer information, 
listed a schedule showing increas- 
ing burden on workmen’s compen- 
sation and social security costs, 
with a note that the compensa- 
tion rates listed are the manual 
rates, with no additions or deduc- 
tions for favorable or unfavorable 
experiences. 

“On a payroll of $100,000 the 
increase in compensation rates 
alone, for 1938, was $850,” Klugh 
said. 

“A reduction in taxes in most 
instances means lost revenue to 
the government, be it national, 
state or local, but a reduction in 
workmen’s compensation rates 
simply means amending the work- 
men’s compensation law at no loss 
in revenue to the state, or secur- 
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Attracts Many Customers " 
' KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Last year | will result for the first year with 
' Central Pontiac, Inc., of this city, | modernized equipment. F 
installed modern lubrication, ana- “Our service organization per- eee 
lyzation and testing equipment|sonnel is very enthusiastic over Ee 
in its service department. the new equipment and the mod- “ 
Customer labor, lubrication,|ernized service program,” says ee 23 oon — Tas — aes b C 
parts and accessories sales have | Schreiber. “Modern equipment har 
shown a_ steady increase each | helped our service salesmen do a 
month in comparison with the | better selling job. The free motor 
same months of 1937, which was |and safety testing department i: 
before modernization, according to | attracting a great deal of attention N 
A. E. Schreiber, president of|and car owners feel free to come 8’ 
Central Pontiac, Inc. It is expected |in at any time to have these in- H 
that at least a 25 percent increase | Spections made. P 
. _ “There has been a considerable W 
- increase in the number of contacts} NEW NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE station, just opened by Johns Brothers, oldest Detroit Ford dealer, is one of the | G 
Il ° A made with owners who had not largest and most elaborate plants in Detroit. The service department, a feature of the branch business, is equipped B 
InoIs ccessory been in the service station for six | With latest devices for complete service, while a full line of parts and accessories is also carried. The salesroom and H 
‘months. The free inspections lead service department occupies one-half block, while the used car division fills the other half. M 
Dealers Profit by to additional customer labor, parts Y ° 
2 and accessories sales. We use a , \ B h O d 
Anti-Peddler Law i peo ota 4 ae aoe cee Quaint Quirks x e rv tice ra n Cc P e ne 1 
jan employ irect mai con- ‘ B V F d D l = 
KANKAKEE, Tl — Automobile | Fn "Witae bur we wore ratne|| Lhat Build y veteran rord eater 
accessory dealers here have great- Prevent Them ’ has changed the B e cannes 
ly benefited by the city’s 4%- thinking of our service customers usiness DETROIT.—One of the largest|for complete service, painting, 
year-old nuisance ordinance which | «oO + jybrication background is and most elaborate neighborhood | body-bumping and repairs of all 
strictly controls the activities of illuminated from the rear to make| S¢'Vvice department (M. B. Tor-|service stations here was opened|kinds for Ford and Mercury cars. 
transient peddlers and solicitors. |: more attractive and is finished |"€¥S0M, Manager of Carroll Cart- this week by|A complete stock of genuine Ford ti 
Since 1934, a total of 896 ped-|in the standard colors recom-|WTi8sht, Inc. (De Soto-Plymouth Johns Brothers,| parts and accessories will be main- | of 
dlers have been prevented from|mended by Pontiac. The back- distributor), San Antonio, is fea- oldest Ford deal- tained and a super gasoline station ac 
selling inferior automobile ac-| ground is far enough from the| ‘tring a special tighten-up service ers in Detroit.| will handle Hi-Speed gasoline and 19 
cessories and other items to resi-|walls on both sides for locker| Which is enjoying unusual suc- The station, 1o- | oil. ' 
dents of Kankakee. Seventy-seven | space behind. cess. Taking into consideration the cated at 13201 The salesroom and service de- ar 
were arrested when they failed to “There are 14 registered Pontiac fact _that the majority of service Gratiot Ave., will] partment of the branch utilize one- ce 
heed provisions of the ordinance. | service craftsmen in our organiza- | SPecials cover motor tune-up, mo- be operated as a| half of the block; the used car de- | O| 
Based on figures released by the|tion with a combined experience | ‘0’ Overhaul, brake adjustment, branch of Johns partment occupies the other half. pe 
federal department of commerce | with Pontiac of 113 years.” etc., but that little or no consider- Brothers’ main ae 
showing that $11 per capita is ation is given to the important dealership at 7811 Reduction Sought st 
taken out of a city by transient [R li A . — < ae ——— { . Gratiot Ave. : W 
peddlers and solicitors, automobile |, Auling Aimed following service: o RN pores:| In Compensation | 2 
accessory dealers and other mer- At Misleadin Tube oh Gedled cnum J. H. Hicks diheniien a Ci 
chants of Kankakee have saved 8 tions; tighten all shackles and] oldest Ford dealer in Detroit and Rates for Labor ~ 


a2. 4a 2. ts ot A oe he 4... 2... Ot &. ft Oe 6 





here this week by the Automotive The firms took nearly a full|ing reduction of rates by insur- | 4a 
Accessories Manufacturers Assn. page in local papers ang in the|ance companies,” he pointed out. _ 
_ With 240 manufacturers exhibit- space ran their individual used Fe’ 
ing a wide variety of new prod- car advertisements. Background of Ma 
ucts, more than 2,000 buyers for all the ads was black, while the 
jobbers, chain stores and_inde- lettering was in white. As a result AD 
pendent outlets specializing ir | the messages stood out prominent- = 
2 | automotive accessories, were at- ' ly, and brought noticeable results. 2 
fF | tracted by the exposition staged | The firms taking part were ae 
,| Jan. 30-Feb. 2 in Commerce Hall | Viner Chevrolet, Inc., Luby Chev- Or ® Ju 
of the Port Authority Building rolet Co., Leeman Auto Co. (De elaxation ia 
 Binety eee = the | Soto-Plymouth); McCarty - Sher- Choose the Chelsea 
written at the show was said to| man (Ford); R. R. Hall, Inc. (Cad- dition asia A 
| represent contracts covering ship- | illac-LaSalle); Kumpf Motor Co. sanieeacieeenemaeommene ae 
Witt, President’ | ments up to July. (Mercury - Lincoln - Zephyr): rome -«- om Gut... Canad dome Se} 
—_——_—— Howry-Berg (Plymouth); Hal D. seam at the escen’s edge . - . “ 
e- President : y > : +. verted . «sand entertainment 
Dealership Is Sold NEW SEAT for trucks, known as the| Bowen (Willys-Overland); Jack Yow the your iliow quae ..ed ee | 
McKENZIE, Tenn.—J. W. Atkins has | Syncro-Seat, permits front surface of| Irwin Motor Co.; Sanderberg Mo- delighttully ttendiy: etmosphere of the No 
sold his interest qin the Atkins—Jones back to move in unison with, top ate tor Co. (Hudson); O’Mera Motor . peat, Wookty ates. 
| Co. (Ford 3 yerett and May Z at Itself, y eliminating ; : , — 
h Ring P deae Gas toe — Samaes friction deweleping be- Co. (Ford); Costello Motor Co.; ATLANTIC CITY | De 








Glen A. King. John W 
/ named active manager 


Jones has been 


tween seat and back. 


Swayne-Wimbush (Ford). 
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Blizzard Reduces Week’s Output to 82,310 Units 





a 


Week 
Ending 
Feb. 4 
GEN. MOTORS . 32,335 
Chevrolet} .... 19,675 
NE, Wiis sss 5,100 
Oldsmobile ... 3,000 
PEIN vcs ese 3,600 
Cad.-LaSalle .. 960 
POD ncccccseee 21,650 
WOEET) b 6s dace 18,725 
Mercury ...... 2,200 
Lin.-Zephyr .. 725 
CHRYSLER .... 17,110 
Plymouth} .... 8,150 
oe 5,775 
Chrysler ...... 1,775 
De Soto ...... 1,410 
WEE. 6.00 840000 1,536 
STUDEBAKER+. 1,504 
TARE alee 1,000 
PAC DP en 68 1,000 
WILLYS-OVD.* . ¢ 
GRAHAM ....... 140 
AMET. cass 75 
HUPMOBILE 
TG 66sec 5,950 
TOTALT...... 82,310 


*Revised. +Includes trucks. 


January Car Sales Under December 


But Top 1938 by 35% 


DETROIT.—Early reports on January new passenger car registra- 
tions in principal cities of the country, covering an average of 17 days 
of the month, reflect spotty sales activity, as compared with December, 
according to R. L. Polk & Co. reports. As contrasted with January, 
1938, however, sales generally are 35-40% above last year. 

In the Mountain Region, registrations in the first half of January 
are 15.98 percent better than sales in the corresponding period of De- 
cember. In the East North Central section (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Ohio and Wisconsin), on the other hand, registrations in the same 


AN’s Production Estimate 


Weeks Ended Feb. 4, Jan. 28 
U. S. and Canada 


Same 
Week 
1938* 
20,292 
14,800 

2,554 
1,628 
860 
450 

18,685 

18,000 


46,697 


tClosed. 


period are down 30.58 percent. 


Gains of 14.78 percent were 
shown in Polk tabulations for the 
West North Central States and 
78 percent in the East South 


Central. 





average. 
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MONTHS : = 
oie 6 3 S 
Le = a 
> = 5 
2 | 2 3 & 4 
= ° Y 
o 4 ° & oS Zz 
january : S51) 17560] 32156] 11301, 807] 34368) 1082) 6758) 7229 sis 36289, 1742 282 
e544 50751 21972| 43438| 77029{ 15207| 1150| 56130| 2224] 15198 16191! 1061001 e7iee| 4774 68961) 968 4583 
February 3129) 2241 14501) 26548) 9250| 807| 29698| 812) 5843) 6161) 52571] 27783] 1270 
Si seat! 4927 20006 seat maa 6122| 565| 29661) 884 6792| 8735} 52759| 61832) 1700 soil waool ania al ae 
March eG so 10568 15246] 1051| 46285| 1217| 9190| 9857| 82846) 36287) 1634 
1 9229| 8005 28732 Zoe0i| 96867] 16784| 1015| 77502] 20321 184821 198281 196645] sease 2512 aoe 13131 oarat taal a te 3281|~ 1263) 281 
April | 45201 3657) 11027] 27625| 47229] 16652| 1081| 48418) 1676| 9405| 10274| 87506] 37852) 1668 39520) _399| 4166 5186| 3285 Tiss 
'37] 7737| 6244] 19607| 32195| 65783] 23222| 1410] 95022| 3365 sa38 24773| 171317] 98414] 2996 101410] 1636] 7933 93121 12611 sas 5916 S30l 
May 738] 4602 3291) 9923| 27925| 45741| 14738| 1098] 44021) 1374| 8959| 79094) 35519| 1625 37144) 366] 3612) 3149) 4750) 2926) 1053 
37] 9390| 7825| 27183| 49242] 93640] 21851| 1466| 83222) 3309) 22308] 24246| 1564021 Sr0oy 2795 | sasoz 1450| 9293] 8725| 11400] 7805] 5929) 251 
jane 38] 4099] 3091) 8746] 25368) 41304] 13169| 841| 36925| 1110) 7702 $238] 1985) 31105) 1540 32645) 303) 3342) 7729) 4109) 2761) 1022 
‘37 9181| 7555| 26207| 48461| 91404] 21172! 1131| 70353| an sites 22705| 139357] 85113| 2373 87486 ee soul 7618 1007 369 rat 222 
iuly 38)" 3728) 2717| 8162) 22480) s7087] 12807| 770| 37706| 1083) 6784| 7001] 66151|30499| 1291 2612 216 
8876| _7712| 27099| 49661! 93348] 20997| _ 969| 75468) 3060| 2070 20702/ 23354| 144550] 85130] 2321) _—*| 8 m2 7411 37 304s am7| 61i7 214 
August ——— a3 2997] 2504] 6735] 14675] 27001| 10173) 619] 35684) 981/ 5856 | 5749[ S9062) 27079) 1170) | 28249 2528) 3455|" 3177/ 1119 
'37| 8408| 7435 sae 43730| 83592| 18344; 998] 71211/ 2742| 17563! 20916 131774] 54751 a se057| 15131 #330 7649| 5378 "oe 
September —S aL 1576) 1500 15099 21720) 7058| 416) 24348) _547| 3394 ia 38894| 20735 3081 16 
1576! as9o! 1es81| 31255| 60832] 117521 687| 575791 1861| 11694| 14951 50136! 1784 $5281 i 4795] 44751 36261 rll 
October | 1769] 1388) 3578] 29897| 36632] 18155] 493] 22913 saa) saan 3159 52030] 13959 4613 oe 1139 
176! daeel 1es01| 24395] 83216] 16038 613] 46477] 2136| 10854| 13817| 80935] Seraa| 1545 sea 3150 
Novem; aa 4345) 3257| 11028 32687| 51317{ 19385! 1258] 52852) 2235] 11382) 12158) 992791 28672) 1455) 
6792! §204! 14817! 26913 sity 18609) 622) 50104) 1928] 107241 129121 103899] 188121 1422! -— rt Ba eum Seen Sani 4194 
December 7 7 64521 4828) 17041| 34605| 62926] 18446) 1398) 51132) 2369] 14021! 13582! 1909481 37914’ 1907! 4518) 44 T 
; St] S571] 3079! 107941 22766) 431101 15199) 635! 46311) 1511) 94251 9975| 83056] 31058) 2018’ | 338761 761! 4008' Soos! Saas) soon iiizl 252 
Total 38 | 46184) 35259104881 28624114725651166380 106391464337 15732 92398 98309) 647885| 363688 16901" 68353875141 4130" 40RRO| uae 40163) 41504. 13012 
12 Months 97191622! 74424/255238'462268 '883572|205297 11231 (768040 28909|188306/212403' 1414186] 765933) 25243 791176] 13984! 90043’ 70571' 95485’ 70048 51411) 





Used Car Index 


The average used car prices, 


taken from the weekly Used 
Car Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 

High Low 
Jan. 29, 1938........ $572 $501 
Feb. Average ...... 565 497 
Mar. Average ...... 551 494 
Apr. Average ...... 549 494 
May Average ...... 542 487 
June Average ...... 527 478 
July Average ...... 525 469 
Aug. Average ...... 528 449 
Sept. Average ...... 515 441 
Oct. Average ....... 492 425 
Nov. Average ...... 481 412 
Dec. Average ...... 462 399 
SS ee *588 *502 
| | are i alate *589 *502 
MI oars 55 Se ne we *580 *517 


*Offering of higher - priced 
1938 models has lifted national 


Jan. Produ 


Jan.1 Jan.1l 
Week Total to to 

Ended Jan. Feb.5 Feb.4 

Jan. 28* 1939 1938* 1939* 
33,772 148,822 104,571 165,145 
20,100 89,632 73,000 99,675 
4,938 21,148 14,492 23,748 
4,191 18,141 8,763 19,541 
3,563 15,551 5,806 17,351 
980 4.350 2.510 4.830 
23,440 96,605 104,460 110,005 
20,140 83,090 101,300 94,615 
2,020 10,305  ..... 11,795 
775 3,120 3,160 3,595 
22,605 89,630 28,300 101,370 
12,050 48,165 11,930 53,715 
71,225 27,840 9,695 32,190 
1,825 7,630 4,300 8,545 
1,505 5,995 2,375 6,920 
1,751 7,189 2,626 8,125 
1,557 5,188 2,385 5,940 
1,150 4,635 8,224 4,975 
1,395 4,180 5,775 4,890 
42 1,965 $ 1,965 
137 616 638 700 
60 300 635 345 
¥ 80 60 80 
5,925 26,095 23,400 29,245 


Associate 


truck production 


AN's Production 
Estimate 


91,834 385,305 281,074 432,785 





New Commercial Car Registrations by Months, 1938-1937 















uction 


Totals 385,305 to 
Top 1938 Easily 


By Pete Wemhoff 





Editor 


DETROIT.—Hampered by 
severe weather conditions, car and 


fell off slightly 
to 82,310 units 
this week, ac- 
cording to Auto- 
motive News’ 
weekly survey 
of the industry. 
The week’s fig- 
ure compares 
with a revised 


. total of 91,834 


units a week 
ago and only 
46,697 cars and 
trucks in the 
correspond- 
ing period of 
1938. 


This week’s 
blizzard, which 
swept the Great 
Lakes region 
andeastern 
sections of the 
country, not 
only delayed 
shipments of 
cars but also 
forced the par- 
tial closing of 
several branch 
factories. Ford’s 
Chicago plant 
was closed 
Monday and 
Tuesday be- 


cause of the severe storm; Plym- 





Passenger Car Registrations 
12 Months Total, 1938-1937 





Dec. 
Total Dec. 1938 
1938 Pos. Total 

ROVIOIOG cccccvccs 51,132 1 464,337 
ME Sao d-6.0w', 0.0508 37,914 2 363,688 
Sy 34,605 3 286,241 
MS (604 bs aden ee 18,446 4 166,380 
lo ee 17,041 5 104,881 
So oe 13,582 7 98,399 
Oldsmobile ....... 14,021 6 92,398 
PREM. 6b 6 0b ss d48 4,210 13 49,163 
Sine | i a ee 6,452 8 46,184 
Studebaker ........ 4,391 12 41,504 
eee 4,689 10 40,889 
Oh ere 4,828 9 35,259 
ee reer 3,695 15 31,814 
Cad.-LaSalle ...... 3,767 14 26,371 
ie 1,907 16 16,991 
WEES Feb ven neaee Laat 617 13,012 
WEED eciiet cane 4,518 11 6,835 
Co ee 406 18 4,139 
Miscellaneous ..... 252 2,536 

NPR PANS. 5 6.5.0.0.6.30 226,973 1,891,021 


1938 
Pos. 


1937 
Total 


768,040 
765,933 
462,268 
205,297 
255,253 
212,403 
188,306 
95,455 
91,622 
70,048 
90,043 
74,424 
70,571 
40,140 
25,243 
51,411 
13,984 
3,306 
3,483,752 


1937 Unit 

Pos. Loss 
1 303,703 
2 402,245 
3 176,027 
6 38,917 
4 150,377 
5 114,004 
7 95,908 
8 46,292 
9 45,438 
13 28,544 
10 49,154 
11 39,165 
12 38,757 
15 13,769 
16 8,252 
14 38,399 
17 9,845 
770 
1,592,731 





outh and Dodge’s Detroit plants 
lost a day due to blocked high- 
ways making deliveries impos- 
sible and Chevrolet’s Buffalo 
branch sustained delays because 
of the blizzard. 


These difficulties, were not suf- 
ficient, however, to keep Jan- 


uary’s total output of 385,305 
from easily exceeding the 227,130 
units turned out in January of 
1938, but mitigated enough to Nash 
prevent this year’s total from] Olds 
topping the 399,638 vehicles as- 
sembled in January, 1937. A total 
of 377,306 cars and trucks were 


produced in January, 1936. 


Plant Activity 


Bantam 
Buick. 


view wee steady; 75, five days 
... Steady; 5,100, four days 


Cad.-LaSalle steady; 960, four days 
Chevrolet .steady; 19,675, four days 
Chrysler. .steady; 1,775, five days 


De Soto. . 


Graham . 
Hudson. 
Hupmobile 
Lincoln 


Willys 


Pontiac. . 


.Steady; 1,410, five days 
drop; 5,775, four days 


...Steady; 18,725, five days 


Packard. . 


SOR C Ce RH DS 


...Steady; 140, five days 
.steady; 1,000, three days 
weed closed for week 
wee steady; 725, five days 
drop; 1,535, five days 
drop; 3,000, four days 
.drop; 1,000, three days 
Plymouth. .drop; 8,150, three days 
.Steady; 3,600, four days 
Studebaker steady; 1,504, four days 
closed for week 
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MONTHS Sle; elzlecle|Slelelslaléle|i :| 3 es| o |= MONTHS 
ELE |e) ele el Ei si el alata elal es] ela aE 
reer Hi 130) 104 143641, 863] 80| 3764 2071 16548] 2820 285/113] 62d) 380) 217] 364 35a 2 110) 4 479) 21 47618)'37 anata 
—— ‘S| 132 1151 79431 604 941 5048] 207] 164671 3063] 962 183 sa 3657131 317| 1011 223 S67] -o1| astl aieaslae — 
March = io rea aaa = = sao! aa pos ph a = Sal sans pa 11381 on 148} is sect gu 7 conte March 
wa Si Hal Bu] se) Tl sn] oar Sal etl ast] Wels Sl ofl te) Wn Sl sel ar 
a ] 1B) eel ae el lo) bale ll a ol | Sal Se ns 
i a 9 139 I7177| 6851 113] e191| 2961 177601 4148 st 157] 6ba5| $40] 1606 454} dal acl aor] oeal deel 2oesiiss June 
er ‘Stl 281| 1521 170091 7641 631 6508] 225] 18094] 4297] S791 1271 7930] Baa] 1718) 400 10128 Gazi Sto} asl aes) sieoeree July 
ae "311741 134] 19477] 685|_115| 60081 161] 16026) 4529 st ee ere August 


539 
September "381 129) 123] 6577) 318) 88] 2285 8296) 1513) 28 5296 391 3 
Sil tea! 941 167031 6401 109| e521] 131] 16992 Se0a| 4icl 1321 oesel aial 12%0 S| sssl sesl 95] aan seriiiae September 
October °38] 135] 135] 3828) 419] 76) 1564) 100) 4966 1306] 26) 26 51041 S12] 306] 28 
esto eee eee ee ete — 





November *381 147] 124) 9333) 349| 106| 1088) 101; 5725) 1211; 31| 34] 4088| 490) 176 141| 302| 103) 151) 23943)" ——"November 

ania ‘911_151/ 1101 8317/3801 _44| 3851{_1221_4567| 22971 _152| 74! S000|_34]_721 rH 160| 407) 80] _174| 272401'37 ee 
ecember : 125| 287/ 78) 2598) 8509 1769] 28] 21| 3932/ 423) 306) 197; 32| 164) 288) 118) 293) 31474/°38 

Sas nea 27| 3530/95 7428] 2080 Ot 861 49861 3141 7101 254 501 186) S211 ies! Soe) staqntsy ern 
- *38' 1617/1303/119479| 4393’ 1229'33656' 1370'100959|20152] 719] 435/55836| 4406/6 66521 29291 3901 2000) 3514) 18891 24211 365349138 SS Total 
12 Months 37] 2181/1593, 183674 8118| 1125/64098 2339,189376|43522| 4823) 1371/76174| 5513(1 1148) 51231 5933 1122! 30471 6182491'37 +9 seas 
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New Passenger Car Registrations by Months, 1938-1937 


CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS 


NON-AFFILIATED 
| 
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S137 





120405/'38 
215049}'37 
pH 
363738 }'37 
284] 192225)’38 
384951|'37 
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39169737 


201 iroeae ss 


aEn08 
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| 300058 a 


238683137 


pe Bt 119053 


anak) al pee 


252) 226973138 
179621 1°37 


seaenea eal 38 
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MONTHS 


January 
February 
March 
April 
—‘ay 
~ June 
7 “July 
~ August 
“September 
October 

~ November 
~~ December 


~ Total 
12 Months 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, All States for December, 1938-1937 











STATES 


Chrysler 
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Figures in this table are supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and Sherlock & Arnold 
FORD 


CHRYSLER 





Plymouth 








GENERAL MOTORS 


CHRYSLER 


TOTALS 
Oldsmobile 
G. MOTORS 
TOTALS 





Chevrolet 








Mercury 








NON-AFFILIATED 








Studebaker 


STATES 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SAT 
New Commercial Car Registrations, All States for Dee., 1 


Figures supplied by R.L- Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York Cit rnold 
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elels\ | 5 § Finance Assn. 
te $ & 3 | oO ¢ a 3S ry a 3 wa 
mum S\a|& | ¢ eleltlelalals .\#\é 1a) ol i8l cl € | STATES —- 
. 3| 3 7\2\% e\| 8 | °. sis \|% gi 2| 3 \3\e es| % | S| pHILADELPHIA.—Pennsy wana 
2\ 4 o | 4 a\ a e\ g\|o| ® £\&\2\| & s\a\e\ & 26 | =| & | Finance Assn. held its annual 
| | 7 | meeting at the Hotel Sylvania here 
732)'38 Alabama last week, resulting 1n the fol- 
| 491 '37 lowing officers and directors being 
nie 2 ns ison! elected: 
| ay — President, G. A. Pivirotto, presi- 
aS dent of the Automobile Finance 
i seats Arkansas|Co., Pittsburgh; vice-president, 
—O— Fer eect Walter C. Atkinson, president, 
35 1763['38 California Commercial Banking Corp., Phila- 
3 el 37 aaa delphia; secretary-treasurer, L. M. 
2) 374/38 Colorado Seiver, president, Automobile 


Banking Corp. Philadelphia. 
Directors: Ray W. Norton, Phila- 


346 |'37 





a or a Connecticut | gejphia manager, Commercial In- 
ae —— ——_ OS oo vestment ee Inc.; *. R. bo 
t president. eneral Accep ance 
st a 00tst =| Corp, Bethlehem, Ralph J. Clauss, 
3 8 | , & 11) 570/38 Florida president, Penn Securities Co., 

a . a aa als . = ‘37 oe ‘Allentown; William R. Tucker jr. 
2; iy 359 38 Georgia Pennsylvania Co. for Insurance on 

\ } 20037 Lives and Granting of Annuities, 

1) 109/38 ————— Jaaho Philadelphia. Tucker is the retir- 


ing president of the association. 
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5| 14; TAI 1; 169) 51 2) 1; 161) , 21\ 6| 1\ 8| 9\ 9\ 2) 791 37 talks by Owen L. Coon, president 
1; 20 5 Lo | 1, 5} 1361 138 lowa | of the American Finance Confer- 
7\ 1 6, at 1135]'37 ence, Chicago, and Edward Pay- 






ton, market analyst and manage- 
ment counsel, Cleveland, 
By unanimous action the board 





Kansas | | 2\ 4| 355 [38 Kansas 
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nsas k —S a oa ._ we I a 5, | ,. “2 2 669 |'38 —Kentucky : : 
Kentucky | | 5 | | | , 4 | 2G \ ooo of directors as a committee was 
ack : , : appointed to submit to members 
Louisiana Ht 2 Louisiana | of the association and other time 
am sales finance interests operating in 
siana) yaine | f 2as38 Maine Pennsylvania, a concrete proposa 
sores 37 | | j 156/37 for elimination of “packs” in time 
Maine | jgaryland 33 4 i 38) 3 aa) 7 1 428/38 Maryland sales finance charges. 
a ‘374 10| 16| 126 8 ; 41 3\ ; Ss 9 4, 4 428137 aa 
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seer 2} 1) 18) 607t's ment as in the United States,” ac- 
Mississippi | | | i | | | | : } 433738 Mississippi carding to George F. Bauer, €X~- 
ees | | ! = , 448 1'37 port manager of the Automobile 
sSissipp! Missouri 138 2\ | 319 4) | 731/738 Missouri Manufacturers Assn., who re- 
a "37 | 235) 12 1} 46, 9-2} ~—s:228) | | 3) 1y «6 20f'37 turned from these countries on the 
a ee ee —— ition — ice AALS — = —_—— —— — —_———— _— iS a Te © © ; 
csone| oa rat eA ES ge cre te oe 
é \ \ ? ‘ 
me ip Oe develo ment of highwa 
ae) Sa = 4 po i Nebraska| transport in P'South ane 
cebeastee said Bauer, who was in Lima dur- 
i{ 48/38 Nevada | ing the Eighth Conference of the 
eeroee American States and later in San- 
Nevada tiago, Chile, as technical adviser 


New Hampshire | 2\ iI Fo bed New Hampshire 


to the U. Ss. delegation at the 
Third Pan American Highway 
Congress. 
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chise and is established in a two-story 

pbuilding at 4503 W. North Ave., ac 

cording to c. E. Briggs, director of 
— for the Graham-Paige Motors 
orp. 
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1939 Delivered 
Price List 


Following is a list of new passenger car 
delivered prices for 1939 at point of manu- 
facture. Prices shown, with the exception 
of Willyse-Overland. include «tandard eauip- 
ment and federal taxes. Willys-Overland 
prices do not include federal tax. Ford 
and Lincoln-Zephyr prices do not include 
transportation or taxes, 

BANTAM—Cpe., $399; spec. rdstr., $449; 
stand. rdstr., $479; deluxe rdstr.. $525; 
4-pass. speedster, $497.50; deluxe speedster, 
$549; station wagon, $565. 


BUICK, Series 40 — Bus. cpe., $804; 
cpe., $950; 2-dr. tour. sed., $955; 
tour. sed., $996; conv. cpe., $1,077; 
phae., $1,983. Series 90—4-di. tour. 
$1,205; sport cpe., $1,175; 4-dr. town sed., 
$1,246; conv. cpe., $1,343: sport phae., §$1.- 
713. Series 80—4-dr. tour sed., $1,543, with 
trunk, same; formal sed., $1,758; sport 
phae., $1,406. Series 60—2-dr. tour. sed., 
$2,074; 8-pass. tour. sed., $2,350; limousine, 
$2,453. 

CADILLAC, Series 39-61—Cpe., $1.610; 
tour. sed., $1,680; conv. cpe., $1,770; 5-pass. 
conv. sed., $2,170. Sixty Special—Tour. sed., 
$2,000. Series 39-75, Fleetwood — 5-pass. 
tour. sed., $2,995; 7-pass. tour. sed., §$3,- 
210; 2-pass. cpe., $3,280; 5-pass. cpe., §$3,- 
380; 5-pass. town sed., $3.635; 2-pass. conv. 
cpe., $3,380; 5-vass. conv. sed., $3,945; 8- 
Pass. tour. sed., $3,105. Series 39-90 Six- 
teen—$5,140 up. 

GHEVROLET, Master 85—Bus. cpe., $628; 
coach, $648; cpe. pickup, $669; town sed., 


sport 
4-dr. 

sport 
sed. 


$669; sed., $689; spt. sed., $710. Master 
Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $684; coach, $699; 4- 
pass. cpe., $715; town sed., $720; sed.. 


$745; spt. sed., $766. 

CHRYSLER, Royal—Cpe., $918; Vict. cpe., 
$970; 4-dr. sed., $1,010; 2-dr. sed., $975: 
Royal Windsor, $1,075. Imperial—cpe., $1,- 


123; vict. cpe., $1,160; 4-dr. sed., $1,198; 
2-dr. sed., $1,165; New Yorker. $1,298; 
Saratoga, $1,443 


DE SOTO, Setene—Bus. cpe., $870; cpe., 
$925; 2-dr. sed., $930; 4-dr. tour. sed., $970; 
Custom—cpe., $923: cpe., with aux. seats, 
$978; 2-dr. tour. sed., $983; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,023. 

DODGE—Cpe., $756; deluxe cpe., $803; 
opera cpe., $860; 2-dr. sed., $815; deluxe 
2-dr. sed., $865; 4-dr. sed... $855; deluxe 
4-dr. sed., $905; 7-pass. sed., $1,095. 

FORD, 60 h.p.—Coupe, $580; tudor, $620; 
fordor, $665. 85 h.p.—Coupe, $620; tudor. 
9660; fordor, $705. Deluxe—Coupe, $680; 
tudor, $720; fordor, $765; conv. coupe, $765; 


conv. sedan, $895. 
GRAHAM—Combination cpe., $940; 2-dr. 


sed., $940; 4-dr. sed., $965. N.B.—Super- 
charger equipment group, $130; custom 
equipment group, $130; either or both of 
equipment groups may be added to above. 

HUDSON, 112 Deluxe Series—Util. coach, 
$725; 3-pass. cpe., $745; util. cpe., $750; 
tour. brough., $775; Vict. cpe., $791; tour. 
sed., $806; conv. cpe., $886; conv. brough., 
$936. Six Serles—3-pass. cpe., $823; tour. 
brough., $856; Vict. cpe., $869; tour. sed., 
$898; conv. cpe., $972; conv. brough., $1,032. 
Country Club Six Series—3-pass. cpe., $919; 
tour. brough., $960; Vict. cpe., $967; tour. 
sed., $995; conv. cpe., $1,052; conv. brough., 
$1,115. Country Club Eight Series—3-pass. 
cpe., $1,009; tour. brough., $1,049; tour. 
sed.. $1,079; Vict. cpe., $1,061; conv. cpe., 
$1,138; conv. brough., $1,201. Country Club 
Custom Eight Series—Tour. sed., $1,174. 
Big-Boy Series—Tour. sed., $884. 

HUPMOBILE, Skylark Six—Flagship. $895; 
Mainliner, $975; Cruiser, $1,075; 
$1,145. Senior 8—Deluxe 4-dr, sed., $1, 145: 
custom 4-dr. sed., $1,245. 

LASALLE, V-8 Series 39-50—2-pass. cpe., 
$1,240; 5S-pass. tour. cpe., $1,280; 5-pass. 
tour. sed., $1,320; 2-pass. conv. cpe., §$1,- 
395; 5-pass. conv. cpe., $1,800. 

LINCOLN-ZEPHYR — Cpe., $1,320; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,330; 4-dr. sed., $1,360; conv. cpe., 
$1,700; conv. sed., $1,790. Custom — Cpe., 
$1,450; cpe.-sed.. $1,480; 4-dr. sed., $1,510; 
town lim., $1,700. 

MERCURY V-8—Sed., $916; town sed., 
$957; sed.-cpe., $957; spt. conv., $618. 

NASH, special Nash LaFayette series— 
bus. cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. sed., 
$840; 4-dr. sed. with tr., $840. Deluxe 
series—all-purpose cpe., $860; Vict. sed., 
$855; bus. cpe., $825; 4-dr. sed., $885; 4-dr. 
sed. w. t., $885. Ambassador Six series— 
all-purpose cpe., $960; Vict. sed., $955; bus. 
cpe., $925; 4-dr. sed., $985; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 
$985. Ambassador Eight series—all-purpose 
cpe., $1.120; Vict. sed., $1,205; bus. cpe., 
$1,175; 4-dr. sed., $1,235; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 
$1,235. 

OLDSMOBILE, Series 60—Bus. cpe., $777; 
club cpe., $833; 2-dr. sed., $838; 4-dr. sed., 
$889. Series 70—Bus. cpe., $840; club cpe., 
$891; 2-dr. sed., $901; 4-dr. sed., $952. Series 
80—Bus. cpe., $920; club cpe., $971; 2-dr. 
sed., $992; 4-dr. sed., $1,043. 

OVERLAND-—Speedway: Cpe., $560; 2-dr. 
sed., $580; 4-dr. sed., $595. Overland 
deluxe: cpe., $610; 2-dr. sed., $630; 4-dr. 
sed., $655. Willys 48—cpe., $495; 2-dr. sed., 
$535; 4-dr. sed., $555. 

PACKARD. Six—Bus,. cpe., $1,000; club 
cpe., $1,045; conv. cpe., $1,195; 2-dr. tour. 
sed., $1,065; 4-dr. tour. sed., $1,095. One- 
Twenty—Bus. cpe., $1,200; club cpe., $1,- 
245; conv. cpe., $1,390; conv. sed., $1,700; 
2-dr. tour. sed., $1,265; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,295; Limousine, $1,955. Super Eight— 
Club cpe., $1,955; conv. cpe., $2,180; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $2,035; conv. sed.. $2,435; limou- 
sine, $2,600. Twelve —Cpe., $4,140; conv. 
cpe., $4,375; club sed., $4,255; formal sed., 
$4,865; 4-dr. tour. sed., $4,155; Victoria, $5,- 
230; limousine, $4,690. 


PLYMOUTH, Roadking Line—Cpe., $645; 
2-dr., $685; 2-dr. tour. sed. with trunk, 
$699; 4-dr., $726; 4-dr. tour. sed. with 
trunk, $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $725; cpe. with 
r.s., $755; 2-dr. sed., $761; 2-dr. tour., $775; 


-dr., $791; 4-dr. tour., $805. 

PONTIAC, Quality Six—Cpe., $758; spt. 
cpe., $809; 2-dr. tour. sed., $820; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $866. Deluxe Six—Cpe., $814; spt. 
cpe., $865; 2-dr. tour. sed., $871; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $922; conv. cpe., $993. Deluxe 
Eight—Cpe., $862; spt. cpe., $913; 2-dr. 


tour. sed.. $919; 4-dr. tour. sed., $970; conv. 


cpe., $1,046. 

STUDEBAKER, State Commander — 3- 
pass. bus. cpe., $875; 3-pass. custom cpe 
$900; club sed., $955; cruis. sed., $965. 
State President—3-pass. cust. cpe., $1,035; 
club sed., $1,100; cruis. sed., $1,110; conv. 


sed., $1,460. 
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Used Car Selling Prices 





Pittsburgh Press, Sun Telegraph; Philadelphia 
Inquirer; Cleveland Plain Dealer; Detroit 
News; Chicago MHerald-Examiner; Columbus 


Actual top and bottom prices on 1935, 1936 
and 1937 Used Cars, as advertised in local 
newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices 






















































































only used in this comparison, Newspapers co- . Dispatch; Cincinnati Post; St. Louis Globe 
Serene incite, eesiee, Wana -Soeese, | (As Advertised, Week Ending Jan. 21, 1939) = | Nett"Eamuser! secttls Time 
MAKE Boston N.Y. Pittsbrg. Phila. Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cinti. St.Louis Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat. Ay 
Buick “40” "38 | $725-$785 $645-$745 $795 _|$745-$795|$725-$765|$645-$689| $775-$795|$725-$795 $725-$785,$795 $785 | $825~$865/$732-$783 
i. mo seine ~~ 937] 595- 645) 645- 695) 575- 675| 595- 645| 545- 645| 595 | 585~ 625| 645~ 695| 625- 645| 645- 695| 645~ 685| 695~ 725| 616- 670 
pe Ree GE 89SSC«|«SZS~S*C«Y «MS 450) 395- 445| 425- 495] 395- 445) 425- 475| 445- 495| 495 | 490- 545| 445- 545| 595- 625| 436~ 504 
Buick “50-60” 38 | /935 | ;965 | | 7197-845; 865 | ! l | 831- 915 
ee ee 97) 665- 745| 695- 745| 715 | | 525- 695| 645 | 595- 695/645 | |745 | 69 | | 652— 724 
[eee 36 | | 1475 | 495~ 525; |445 | 495 = | | | |595 | | 472— 538 
Chevrolet Master Deluxe 38] 575-595] 575- 625, 625 | 525- 595| 515- 635| 547 | 545- 625| 495- 565| 545- 625| 595- 645| 665- 695| 675- 695| 570- 630 
37] 445— 465| 395- 425| 425- 465| 425- 485| 375- 495| 425- 435, 475 | 395~ 445; 449 =| 545° | 525 595| 545- 565| 444~ 492 
- 36] 395 | 295~ 325| 295- 335| 325 | 325~ 395| 289-325, 325 | 325- 375] 345- 350| 365- 375| 375- 395) | 326 363 

















































Chrysler Six *38| 725- 745| 645- 665| 675 «| 645- 695| 645-725, 625 | 675 | | 745— 775| |725 | | 672= 715 
= 37] 565- 595| 525— 575| 545- 595| 475- 495) 485- 575| 495- 525, 545- 575/495 | 595 | 595 | 595 | 665 | 525— 580 

"36] 425- 485| 395- 425| 415 | 375- 395| 369- 445] 425. | }395 (445 | 525 | r | 400- 454 

Chrysler Eight "38, 765 | 895 | |745 | |750——| | | | | 850 =| 754~ 672 
“ 37] 595— 625| | /59 |645 | | |695 | | | 612~ 660 

oe 36] 495— 525) | 545 | 495 | | | l | | | | | 495— 535 































De Soto "38; 675 =| 685 | G85 | GES | G45~ 695| 595- 725; 625- 695) 725 | | | 725-745, 750 | 654~ 717 
32] 545- 585| 495- 525| 495- 565) 485- 595| 450- 535] | 525- 585| | 545- 595| | 595- 625| 595- 645| 525- 584 
36] 445—| | 385-419} 395 | 445 | 325-365, 420 | 445 | 425 | 465 | 565 | 400- 450 
eee SL S| «635~ 695) | 625- 675| 565- 695| 625 | 625- 665) | 625- 665 | 625- 695| 695- 745| 628- 690 
"37 525- 575| 485- 495) 475- 495| 495- 525| 465- 575| 415- 425; 495- 565| 550- 575| 445- 595) | 595 | 645 | 495- 547 
"36| 425- 445| 375- 415| 345- 395, 395 =| 325- 450| 275— 325; 345- 375| 375-410) 385 =| 375- 475| 445 =| 475~ 525| 372~ 426 
Ford Standard "ss | 450 545| 475- 495) | 475- 495| 449- 487, 465- 495| 445- 495; | | 445— 495) | 458- 501 
37] 295- 395| 295- 325| 325- 375) | 295- 345| 285- 325, 375- 395| 345- 375, 365 | | 395- 425, 425 = | 330~ 376 
"36| 195- 210| 175- 245| 245 | | 195 | 225 | 245= 265| 225- 235) | | 295 | | 210- 250 
_”~”””C*C*t*tsSS”SSSSS8 A= S| 7S 425] 42S 465] 395 | ATS | -B4S— 395, 425-465] 385-425, 465 |  +—~—~—«|:—«ABO 490] 56S | 410~ 460 
po "38 ] | (965 | l i l l | 965 
ee ee ee 
a Ye ee 
eee a a 
——$ $$$ ee sd dl | | 458- 512 






| 300— 365 





"36 | 235— 325) 345- 365; 325- 365) 
38] 695— 795) | | | 675 | || 685— 795 
"37| 665-725) 625- 645) | 645 | 565- 575| | | | | | | 618- 650 


| 
| 245 l 
! 
| 
36] 375 345 | | 325— 345) | | | | | 335— 360 
| 
| 
| 
| 














Hudson Terraplane 38 | | | | 595- 625] | 625 |.525— 547| 625- 645) | 645— 695) | 603— 640 
"32| + 495- 565) 395— 465| 395- 465| 395- 495; 445- 545) | | | 575~ 595| 575— 585| 468- 530 
36) 345 265 295- 345| 295- 335] 345 | 225 | 325— 406 425- 445| 311- 374 
38) 995-1095| 965- 995| 864 | 845 | | 775 | 875- 945| | 891~ 
"37| 645- 775| 775- 785| 675— 750| 665- 685| 645- 665) 625- 645} | | 765 | 795 | 795 | | 692— 737 
36) 585 49. | 495 | 475- 495) 495 | 425 | | 495 | 575 | 595 545 | 480- 560 
38] 1025-1075| 985 | | 795 | | 845— 900; 1045 | | | | | | 912-1006 
"37| +645- 725| 665- 685) 695 | 665 | 645 | 625- 675| 725 | 695 | 695 | 845 | | 662~ 750 
36] 550 495 465— 475| 445- 495) 449 | | 495 | 495~ 595 | 470— 542 
"38 | | | 625— 650) | | | | | 675 | | | | 625- 662 

| 

| 







| 365 






alle 



















| 895 





37] | | 465- 475) | 395— 495) | 425- 495) | 525 | | 665 | 430— 531 
36 275— 395| 295 295 

"38| 625- 675| [650 | Nl l l 
"37] 525- 595| 395- 465) | 475 | 595 447 | 
"36| 335-395) 295~- 345| 349- 385 | | 395 l 
"38| 645~ 675| 645- 695| 675- 750| 645- 665| 695- 725| 687 | 


| 285— 345 
| 638—- 675 
| 464— 550 
| 328— 388 
| 666— 711 


z 


ash | | | | 
| | 595 

335 | | 420 

645- 725/695 | 695 | 





Olds Six | 745 





| 725 

























°37| 525-595) 495- 595| 545- 595| 495— 595] 465- 575] 499- 525] 545- 595| 520- 570| 545 | | 625 | 645— 665| 528- 594 
36) 425 375- 445| 375- 395| 425- 455] 345- 375] 319- 345) 395- 425] 445~ 465| 445 | 425— 525] 395— 465) 525 | 397— 442 
Olds Eight 38] 725- 745| 795 |_ 795 | 725— 745] | 900 | 765 | | | | | | 752— 796 
"37| 625- 665| 595- 695] 625 | | 595- 625] 545 \ | | 595 | | | | 591- 652 
38 425— 515| 395- 425) 445 | 475 625—- 745) | | 525 495 | 473- 541 
Pontiac Six 38] 675 | 625— 695| 645- 695| 645- 675] 665- 695] 445- 525| 675- 695| | 645 | | 625- 675| 695- 725| 630- 673 
"37| 545- 585| 495- 545| 495- 525| 495- 565] 425- 565] 325~ 345| 475- 545| 495— 585] 495- 565] 595 | 549— 595| 595- 645| 490- 555 
736] 425- 445| 345- 445) 325— 365] 345—- 395] 345- 425 395- 395- 445] 350 | 445 4715— 495| 378- 432 
Pontiac Eight 38) 725-745) | | 695 | 725 | | 765 | | | | | 710~ 745 
37) 645 | 595 | | 595- 625) 565- 595] | | | | | 585— 622 


"36| 445-465) | | 425 | 395- 425; | | | | 422~ 445 


| 
Packard 120 "33 | 895 | 895 | | | { | | 945- 965/1045 | | 912-1005 


37] 645- 665| 625- 665] 645- 685| 625- 665) 595- 695| 550- 595| 645— 695| 675- 695) 625- 645| 695- 795| 625- 695| 795 | 632— 691 
‘36| 525 | 465- 495| 465— 495) 525 | 495— 525] 395- 425| 465 | 445— 475) 465— 485| 550— 565] 495— 565] 665 | 477— 522 


Plymouth Deluxe *38| 565- 625| 525- 595| 669 | 575- 595) 525— 595) 575 | 535= 585] 565- 595| 575 | 625— 645] 645 | 625— 645| 569- 620 


Sc eee reat cceceerenianmmcasatentasitesiiag a ee ee Se ee eee eee ee nd ee 
37) +495 | 425— 495) 445- 495) 445~ 475) 395- 495| 395- 425) 365- 445/ 445~— 510) 425- 465| 465- 545| 485- 525| 495- 565| 435— 495 


| 
| | 
| 
| 








"36| 370- 395| 325- 395) 269- 395) 395 325— 395] 295- 325) 275- 375| 395 —_—| 375 425- 475| 395- 425| 345- 397 
Studebaker Dictator "38| 625- 645) [725 |665 | | | 625— 645] | | | | 725 _ | 638- 685 
32) 525-575) 445- 565| 475 _—_—|-450- 565 | 565 (495 | | | 625 _—| 645— 665| 506- 5% 
"36! | | 365- 435) 345 395 | | | | 445 328— 425 
Studebaker President 33) 775 | l | 745- 775] | 82 | | | | 760- 800 
<s 37) +595- 625) 1595 | | ! l | | | 595— 625 
"36| 425 | | ! | | | | | | | | 425 
Willys nS "38| 425- 445| 399 | 395- 450; | | | | | | 495 | | | 406- 463 
tei - 37] 325 | 285- 319| 245- 275) 295 | 255- 325| 275- 345} | 297 | 325 | 325 | | | 283- 320 
"36| | | | 235 | 185 l | | 175 | | | 175 225] | 178- 230 





| 


i: et 2.30 DR eh cede Bek 


National Average, All Makes, Jan. 21, $517-$530 
National Average, All Makes, Jan. 14, $518-$589 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 
clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 
prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 

Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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100 YEARS ON RUBBER. 
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SYNOPSIS 


Up to now the reader has followed the pithy paragraphs of 
our hero’s biography, wherein he outlined highspots of his 
career from the time he came “from out of nowhere, into 
here” at Athens, Pa., to the last echo of the Civil War guns in 
1872. Blithely, he recounted his rapid rise from a lowly fisher- 
boy on the banks of the Chemung to a, cub reporter on the 
Chicago Daily Mail. Then came the bikes and big business— 
the highwheelers, called ordinaries, and their rivals, the low- 
wheel or safety—and the men who rode them. This develop- 
ment weaned Chris from the daily press to the trade field. This 
instalment continues the saga, of the men, many of whom rode 
to fame and fortune on bicycles and later automobiles. 


Chapter V—Among the Pros 


High wheel racing was most popular and developed champ- 
ions whose names still ring in my years. George M. Hendee, 
of Springfield, Mass, and W. A. Rowe (I forget where he 
hailed from) were two of the best in the very early days. 
Hendee later was to become famous as the manufacturer of 
the Indian motorcycle. And on their heels came another gen- 
eration of speed merchants. Greatest of these was Arthur 
A. Zimmerman of Manasquan, N. J., a gangling six-footer 
who rode a Star bicycle, which would seem freakish to us 
nowadays. It had the little wheel in front and the power 
came through levers, one on each side of the big wheel, which 
were pushed down alternately. But Zimmy could get speed 
out of it and many a good man bit his dust. Willie Windle 
of Milbury, Mass., was his greatest competitor and he rode 
the conventional ordinary as did most of the other stars. Both 
were amateurs of course, for there was little professional rac- 
ing outside of six-day events. 


In Chicago we had our own speed merchants of whom we 
were most proud in those high wheel days. To mention only 
three and that because all of them were to become prominent 
in the automobile business—Arthur E. Lumsden, who for 
years was European manager for the B. F. Goodrich Co. ; 
Norton H. Van Sicklen, publisher of Bearings and in the 
twilight of the Apperson car, president of that company, and 
Herbert A. Githens, once president of the Federal Tire Co. 
and now with Johns-Manville. 


And among the professionals of that time was William J. 
Morgan, dubbed “Senator,” who used to ride the small board 
tracks and win most of his races. It was this Morgan who 
became the greatest promoter of motoring events in the early 
days. Among other things that he did was to conduct the 
first climb up Mt. Washington, N. H., the “Climb to the 
Clouds” he called it which did much to prove the ability of 
the automobile to climb the steepest of hills and mountains. 


It was the “Senator” who first got the idea of the annual 
orphan’s day outing and it was he who discovered that won- 
derful sand beach at Ormond, Fla., and promoted the earlier 
meets in which so many gained fame—W. K. V anderbilt, Jr., 
who set a world’s straightaway record, not to forget the many 
European stars who raced there. Walter Christie with his 
front-drive gained fame there and Demogeot, a Frenchman 
won the two-mile-a-minute race, which was a Morgan idea. 
Those days two miles a minute seemed ridiculous when you 
compare it with Eyston’s record. Morgan still lives in New- 
ark, N. J., where in his later years he handled the Ford and 


later on the Oldsmobile. 
* + x 


Hoary Old Timer 


Most of this was just hearsay with me when I started on 
Bearings—it was before my time—so I was a kinduva rookie 
when Berger gave me a desk. But with me cycling enthusiasm 
ran high, generated through membership first in the Washing- 
ton Cycling Club, then the Cook County Wheelmen and then 
the Chicago Cycling Club, the last named one of the most 
famous bicycle organizations in the country. 

But before writing about what happened after 1892, I 
want to recall one treasured event which I think gives me 
claim on being a hoary old timer. This was while I was a 
member of the Washington club—I guess it was 1890— when 
F, Ed Spooner, referred to in the opening chapter of these 
memoirs, set out to smash the twenty-four-hour world’s high 
bicycle road record. He was a member of the Lincoln Cycling 
Club but because he had to have a small army of pacemakers 
we all cooperated. I was one of those pacemakers. 

Spooner picked a course on the West Side—south of Ash- 
land avenue from Madison street to Twelfth, west to Douglas 
Park and back to Madison—about ten miles in all, and all 
macadam. Ed rode a New Mail 53-inch bicycle and he set up 
a new world’s record for twice-around-the-clock. Later on at 
Parkside he smashed the track record for the twenty-four 
hours. You of today in Detroit undoubtedly will recall 
Spooner, who not only was an automobile editor of the Free 


Press but possibly one of the first of our tom-tom beaters, 
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Pneumatic tires made their first appearance in bicycle racing in Chicago about 1889 when one Laurie of 





otherwise a press agent—-known as “On-the-Spot” and in his 
later years one of the owners of Motor West, of Los Angeles. 
* * * 


I must confess that when I first started on Bearings I was 
more interested in the sporting side of cycling than I was in 
the trade end of it. All of us were youngsters then and rac- 
ing, touring and club life interested us more than the 
manufacture and sale of the bicycles. But that didn’t last 
long. Soon I became trade conscious and could put two and 
two together. I hit the business just at the time when the 
safety ousted the ordinary. Before that Colonel Albert A. 
Pope had almost all of the business with his Columbia, made 
at Hartford, Conn. 


But he deserved it for his far-sightedness in advocating 
the good roads cause. The colonel figured that if we didn’t 
have the roads to ride on he couldn’t sell many wheels, so 
right from the start he went after better highways—and he 
eventually got them. He must have spent a mint of money 
on this but he got it back as a bicycle manufacturer. And 
to Colonel Pope, I believe, belongs the credit for making the 
United States road-conscious. The foundations he laid en- 
abled the automobile manufacturers to push the movement 
which has given America the best highways in the world. 


And if you think the colonel, in the high wheel days, did 
not sit in the driver’s seat as a manufacturer, let me tell you 
that when the safety—and it a solid-tired jigger—was 
debuting, a common question was: “Is that a Columbia or a 
safety?’ when the curious looked at your wheel. And when 
the safety forced him he came out with a Columbia low wheel 
which also dominated the early market. One of the greatest 
thrills I had in those days was when I was loaned a blue- 
rimmed Columbia racer on which I won my novice race at 
Parkside. To me that job was the last word in bicycle beauty 


and construction. 


Editor’s Note: This is the fifth instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will 
appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 


62% of Space is Alloted 


percent of exhibiting space re- 
mains following first drawing for 
the Automotive Maintenance Show 
here, it was reported this week 
by Automotive Maintenance In- 
dustries, Inc., sponsor of the Feb. 
23-26 exposition. 

The event will be held in Palace 
of Fine Arts here, with the Hotel 
| Bellevue as official headquarters 
for the wholesalers convention to 
be held in conjunction with the 
show. 

List of manufacturers 
allotted space: 


Accurate Parts Mfg. Co., AP Parts 
Corp., Alemite Co., Anderson Co., Ar- 


| 


elready 





'Motor Carriers Face 
Cancellation of Rates 


RICHMOND, Va.— (UTPS) — 
| Sixty-one motor carriers in Vir- 
ginia and the Carolinas are con- 
fronted with the possibility that 
the legality of their rates may be 
| questioned unless they take steps 
| to participate in the national motor 
freight classification. 

G. W. Weathers, district super- 
intendent of the bureau of motor 
carriers of the interstate commerce 
commission, released a statement 


of Samuel C. Blease, of Charlotte, | 
the | 


N. C., district director of 
| bureau, to that effect. 


SAN FRANCISCO.—Only 38 


For Coast Maintenace Show 


Auburn Spark Plug Co., 
Automotive Maintenance Machinery 
Co., John Bean Mfg. Co., Bear Mtg. 
Co., Baldor Electric Co. 

Casco, L. A., Cloyes Gear Works, 
Cello Products, Commercial Credit Co., 


row Safety, 


Continental Piston Ring Co., Dayton 
Rubber Mfg. Co., Deluxe Products 
Corp., Duplex Mfg. Corp., Electric 


Auto-Lite Co., E. A. Laboratories, Elec- 
tric Heat Control Corp. 


G. A. C. Mfg. Co., Gray Co., Inc., 
Guaranteed Parts Co., Inc., Hall Mfg. 
Co., Hein-Werner Motor Parts Corp., 
Herbrand Corp., Hoof Products Co., 
Hy-Ef Electrical Products Co., Im- 
perial Brass Mfg. Co., Independent 
Zonas Tool Co., Joyce-Cridland 
oO. 


Laher Spring & Tire Co., Lempco 
Products, Inc., Linde Air Products Co., 
Luber Finer Distributors, McAleer Mfg. 
Co., Moroloy Bearing Service, Motor 
Improvements, Inc., Murray Corp. 


Norwalk Tire & Rubber Co., Oilpure 
Refiner Co., P. & D. Mfg. Co., Inc., 
Pioneer Motor Bearing Co., Plomb 
Tool Co., Powell Muffler Co., P. Soren- 
sen Mfg. Co., R. M. Hollingshead Corp., 
Shepard-Thomason Co., Simoniz Co., 
Spencer Mfg. Co., Standard Motor 
Products, Inc., St. Louis Spring Co., 
Sunnen Products Co. 


T. & T. Mfg. Co., Tripple Wear Brake 
Lining Co., Tumbler, J. A. Labora- 
tories, Turco Products, Inc., United 
Engine & Machine Works, Utica Drop 
sores & Tool Corp., Upson Brothers, 
ne, 


Van Cleaf Brothers, Vulcan Mfg. Co., 
Van Norman Machine Tool Co., Weath 
erhead Co., White Machine Works, 
Whitney Chain & Mfg. Co., Wohlert 
Corp., Andrew Brown Co. 





To feel the pulse of the industry, 
“onsistent reading of Automotive News 
‘Ss a necessity. 


England came to the race with his Dunlop equipped bike shown at the rail. He was pitted against the 
nation’s best, including the famous Arthur Zimmerman, all riding hard tire wheels. 
of the field and convinced the elders of the value of air. 


He made monkey’s 


Oklahoma City’s 
Dealers Expect 
Big Spring Sales 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—While new 
and used car sales here are noth- 
ing to “crow” about, dealers in 
both fields are beginning to make 
plans for a big spring and sum- 
mer business. Nearly all dealers 
feel particularly optimistic about 
sales possibilities this year and 
are planning a great deal of pro- 
motional and sales activity. 

Newspaper advertising, promo- 
tional campaigns and radio ad- 
vertising are all to play prominent 
parts in dealer plans in the forth- 
coming months. 

Business in smaller cities will 
probably show the first upturn 
since the small town and rural 
areas are in greatest need of auto- 
motive replacement. Farm sales 
have lagged noticeably, and a re- 
cent survey reveals that in most 
instances both private and light 
truck cars, owned by the average 
farmer, are from two to five years 
overdue for replacement. 


Nash-Kelvinator 
Position Resigned 


_ By Hascall Bliss 


DETROIT.—C. Hascall Bliss, for 
more than 20 years an executive 
of Nash Motors Co. and more re- 
cently vice- 
president of the 
Nash - Kelvinator 
Corp., this week 
announced his 
resignation from 
the latter com- 
pany. 

Prominent in 
the automotive 
industry for more 
than two de- 
cades, Bliss was 
associated with 
Nash from the 
days when the company first be- 
gan operations at Kenosha in 1916. 
When the Nash Kenosha plant 
was organized, Bliss spent some 
time in production phases of the 
company, but shortly advanced to 
a position in the management, 
working closely with Charles W. 
Nash. 

As director and vice-president 
in charge of sales of the Nash 
Motors Co. until its merger with 
Kelvinator, Bliss was active dur- 
ing the peak years of the com- 
pany’s expansion, production and 
sales volume. In August, 1938, he 
became _ vice-president of the 
Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 


Shafer Heads Assn. 


WADSWORTH, O.—Carl Shafer has 
been elected president of the Wads- 
worth Automobile Dealers Assn. H. 
H. Caughlin is vice-president; B. L. 
Houghlan, secretary, and C. F. Mc- 
Mullen, treasurer. Directors include 
Glen Brenneman, T. J. Sailors and 
Frank Close. 








Hascall Bliss 


Irwin Is Named 
MONTREAL.—W. E. C. Irwin has 
been appointed special representative 
of Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd., with 
headquarters in the Montreal branch. 
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Wall Street Forgets Kurope and — Go Up 


Domestic Situation Cheerful 


As Foreign 


Crisi Ls ress 





NEW YORK.—Again the strong 
influence of foreign developments 
on American security prices was 
demonstrated during the past week. 

In the previous weekly period 
covered by the Automotive News 
stock price averages, the situation 
in Europe was one of uncertainty 
and fear. Prices slumped badly in 


Stock Averages 


Last This Year 
Wee Week Change Ago 
24 motors ........ 29.17 31.02 +1.85 21.81 
lu car-truck co... 20.96 32.00 2 °. 22.96 
10 parts-access. .. 24.25 25.40 ti 3.8 19.74 
4 tire-rubbers .... 25.54 5.44 +-0 oe 20.59 


that week. In the latest period the 
new crisis appeared to have passed 
and quotations were on the up- 
grade again. 

All of which indicates that the 
outlook at home is such as to in- 
spire confidence. In other words, 
the stock market seems to want to 


Stockholders OK 
RFC’s $900,000 
Hupmobile Loan 








RICHMOND, Va. (UTPS).— 
Stockholders of the Hupp Motor 
Car Corp., at a special two-day 
meeting held here last week, ap- 
proved a loan of $900,000 from the 
Reconstruction Finance Corp., the 
proceeds of which will be used to 
manufacture the new Hupp Sky- 
lark. 

Edward Rothbart, general coun- 
sel and secretary of the corpora- 
tion, said that “this is the first 
step in the refinancing program 
recently announced. As soon as the 
legal details are completed, Hupp 
plans to offer 350,000 shares of 
common stock and is now proceed- 
ing with the production of the 
first Skylarks, which, according to 
plans, will be available to dis- 
tributors and dealers in February 
in the pincipal cities and in for- 
eign countries.” 


Steel Rate Rises 


NEW YORK.—tThe operating rate of 
steel companies was 52.8 percent of 
capacity for the week ending Feb. 4, 
compared with 51.2 percent one week 
ago, 50.7 percent one month ago and 
30.5 percent one year ago, according 
to American Iron and Steel Institute. 








“THE WORLD'S GREATEST HOTEL” 


fronts the waters of Lake Michigan, on 
beautiful Michigan Boulevard. 
ideally accessible to Chicago's busi- 
ness district; 
wonders — industrial, 
tional, and entertainment —for which 
Chicago is justly famous. 
planned with care and discrimination. 
OTTO K. EITEL, Managing Director 


THE 


Steves 


CHICAGO 


move ahead on domestic news but 
must pay careful attention to de- | 
velopments abroad, to which the 
United States appears to be more 
and more tied in with. 

Automobile production figures 
igain are receiving close attention 
n the Street. It is felt the output 
trend from now on may reflect 
views of the managements on the 
volume of retail business which 
may be expected for this spring. 
This is viewed as extremely im- 
portant in appraising the industry’s 
outlook for the entire year. 

Most commentators in the Street 
still hold to the view that the out- 
look for the year is for a sizable 
increase in volume over 1938. There 
still is some difference in opinion 
as to whether the more important 
bulge will come in the first half 
or the second half of the year. 

Automotive stocks in the latest 
period failed to regain all their 
losses of the week preceding but 
strength was apparent in all 
groups. General Motors and 
chrysler provided the leadership 
that carried car and truck, parts 
and tire stocks back near their 
highs of two weeks earlier. 


Wyo. Car Towing Fee 


Elimination Asked in Bill 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—A bill (S.F. 
42) has been introduced in the 
Wyoming legislature by Senator 
W. A. Norris to eliminate the 
state’s $6 towing fee on automo- 
biles towed by Wyoming dealers 
for less than 600 miles. The meas- 
ure was suggested by the Wyoming 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 


Another bill (S.F. 43) by Sen- 
ator Rudolph Anselmi provides 
that the state’s 2 percent use tax, 
sponsored by automobile dealers 
two years ago and collected on 
sales in other states of goods to be 
used in Wyoming, be paid only on 
the difference between the orig- 
inal price of property being pur- 
chased and its trade-in value or 
consideration allowed for prop- 
erty exchanged. 


Dividend Declared 


CANTON, O.—Directors of Timken 
Roller Bearing Co. have declared a 
dividend of 25 cents a share, payable 
- 4 to stockholders of record Feb. 
S. 





For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh's authoritative 
“Sparks” column 
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EMPLOYED IN the trim department of Pontiac Motor since November, 1911, 
Roy W. Fangboner, right, receives his General Motors Employes’ Savings and 
Investment Plan check from P. H. MacGregor, Pontiac general manufacturing 
manager. Fangboner and many other employes of Pontiac and other GM di- 
visions participate this year in the plan. 


Monthly 


‘teed Cor ‘Sales 


Reports Planned in Chicago 


CHICAGO.— Executives of 
dealer-line associations of metro- 
politan Chicago at a meeting this 
week in the Congress hotel prom- 
ised assistance to a plan for re- 
porting monthly the used car sales 
and inventories of dealers in this 
area. 

Proposed by the Chicago Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., whose general 





Pontiae Dealer 
Council to Visit 
Factory Tuesday 





PONTIAC, Mich.—First regular 
monthly dealer meeting for 1939 
will be held at Pontiac Motors of- 
fice Tuesday, Feb. 7, according to 
C. P. Simpson, general sales man- 
ager. Twenty-three dealers, one 
from each of the company’s zones, 
plus the four regional managers 
and one zone manager from each 
region will be in attendance. 

Monthly dealer meetings are in 
line with Simpson’s policy of giv- 
ing dealers an active voice in 
merchandising plans, and were 
originated in 1934. 

In announcing the 1939 meet- 
ings, Simpson emphasized _ the 
point that Pontiac has made out- 
standing progress in giving dealers 
an opportunity to express their 
opinions of the company’s mer- 
chandising plans and have a hand 


|in the programs adopted. 


Latest step in co-ordinating the 
dealer and the factory was made 
last summer when Pontiac entered 
a new field of dealer-factory re- 
lations with the introduction of a 
merchandising meeting to discuss 
plans for the 1939 model season. 
This meeting, held in August, 
called together 32 representative 
dealers chosen from the Pontiac 
dealer body who participated in a 
three-day meeting to formulate 
announcement and post-announce- 


|ment plans. 


U. S. Wage-Hour Law 


Pattern for Wyo. Act 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—A bill has 
been introduced in the Wyoming 
legislature to regulate wages and 
The measure, SF20, sub- 
mitted by the senate labor and 


|manufacturing committee, estab- 


lishes minimum wages and maxi- 
mum working hours on a graduate 
basis for all classes of employes, 
except agricultural and livestock 
labors, executives, professional 


| workers and domestic employes. 


Under the proposal, which was 


|modeled after the federal wage- 


hour law, the minimum wage for 
the first year the act is in effect 
would be 25 cents an hour. For the 
next six years the scale would be 
raised to 30 cents an hour, and on 
the seventh year it would reach 
the objective—40 cents an hour. 


manager, S. B. Shapiro, presided 
over the meeting, the plan is in- 
tended chiefly to give dealers 
through reports the desired in- 
formation on which cars are mov- 
ing and which are stagnant. 


The proposal is said to be the 
first comprehensive effort by a 
metropolitan trade association to 
develop information of this char- 
acter. 

Another service announced as 
ready for launching by the CATA 
is the furnishing of motor vehicle 
application blanks covering each 
of the 48 states of the nation. The 
blanks are being assembled and 
will be maintained up to date for 
members requiring data on cer- 
tificates of title, registrations and 
other provisions. 


Hudson’s Sales 


For Jan. Top ’37 
By 29 Percent 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of Hud- 
son cars in the United States for 
the four weeks ending Jan. 28 
were 29 percent higher than for 
the same period a year ago, Wil- 
liam R. Tracy, vice-president in 
charge of sales, disclosed Friday. 

“Sales for the four weeks ex- 





ceeded factory shipments,” Tracy 
stated. 
Canadian retail sales for the 


current period were 64 percent 
greater than for the corresponding 
period a year ago, Tracy revealed. 





Rutledge Joins Nash 
In Merchandising Dept. 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 
William J. Rutledge to the retail 
merchandising department of the 


Nash Motors di- | 


vision of Nash- 
Kelvinator Corp., 


William A. Blees, 
generalsales 
manager. 

Rutledge will 
M. M. 
dising 
concentrating on 
the 
of retail sales or- 
ganizations and the _ supervision 
and training of salesmen. 

For the last 15 years, Rutledge 
has served various General Mo- 





W. J. Rutledge 


tors divisions in both retail and | 
During the | 


wholesale activities. 
last year he was Oldsmobile dealer 
in the triple cities of Binghamton, 
Johnson City and Endicott, N. Y. 
Before that, he served three years 
as zone manager for Oldsmobile at 
Cleveland. He was with both 
Chevrolet and the Buick-Oldsmo- 
bile-Pontiac sales organization. 


building up | 


is announced by | 


co-operate with | 
Roberts, | 
retail merchan- | 
manager, | 








‘| Tire Production 
In 1938 Is 20% 
Below 737 Total 


NEW YORK.—dAccording to the 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn., Inc., 
shipments of pneumatic casings 
during December, 1938, are esti- 
mated at 4,170,808 units. Although 
a 6.1 percent decrease under No- 
vember shipments, the decline is 
less than the usual seasonal de- 
cline for the month for both re- 
placement shipments as well as 
shipments to automobile manu- 
facturers, and is 37 percent above 
shipments for December, 1937. 
Shipments for the year were 20.7 
percent under 1937. 

The association estimates pro- 
duction of pneumatic casings for 
December at 4,678,878 units an in- 
crease of more than 13 percent 
over November and 64.1 percent 
over December, 1937. Production 
for the year showed a decrease of 
24.9 percent under 1937. 

Pneumatic casings in the hands 
of manufacturers Dec. 31 are esti- 
mated at 8,497,932 units, an in- 
crease of 7.3 percent over stocks 
as of Nov. 30 and 18.2 percent less 


than on Dec. 31, 1937. Owing to 
the higher sales during recent 
months stocks had reached a 
dangerously low point and the 
small increase in stocks at the 
close of the year is not sufficient 
to satisfy expected spring de- 


mands. 


Dealers in Tulsa 


Call Off Protest 
On License Bill 


TULSA, Okla.—Tulsa used car 
dealers’ revolt against the new 
automobile tag license bill has 
thawed out with further study, 
which shows the legislation to be 
not as harmful as expected. 

Meetings to plan protest action 
have been called off. Parts of the 
bill: 

Simplify registration; cut ad- 
ministration costs; eliminate truck 
ports of entry; kill the dealer's 
excise tax; provide a tax refund 
if cars are wrecked or burned be- 
yond repair; guard against ad 
valorem taxation. 

The sub-committee of the house 
working on the license bill is still 
working on the _ question of 
whether cars should be licensed 
on a flat rate or a graduated scale. 





Standard Fee Sought 

CHEYENNE, Wyo.—A_ standardized 
passenger automobile license fee of $5 
would be established in Wyoming un 
der the terms of H.B. 97 introduced in 
the state legislature by Rep. Ernest F 
Shaw. Under the present law the fee 
ranges from $4 to $8, based on horse- 
power. The ratio of truck license 
fees also would be changed by this 
measure. 


DISTINCTIVE 


Discriminating travelers enjoy 

the perfect service, beautiful 

appointments, refined atmos- 

phere and convenient location 

of this world-famous hotel. 
A. S. Kirkeby, Managing Director 


ROSE 


Michigan Avenue, CHICAGO 












the 



























































thou 


DE 
ous 1 
car 
deale 
day 
ing t 
E. Al 

“fF 
most 
Mr. 
powe 
slugg 
furth 
great 
escay 
winte 

a 
stock 
since 
10 d 
perce 
days. 
than 
requi 
busir 
















A } 
Chrys) 
Standa 


lo the 
, Rie. 
aSings 

esti- 
nough 
r No- 
ine is 
1 de- 
h re- 
Pll as 
nanu- 
above 
1937. 
> 20.7 


pro- 
Zs for 
an in- 
ercent 
ercent 
uction 
ase of 


hands 
> esti- 
n in- 
stocks 
It less 
ng to 
recent 
ed a 
i the 
it the 
ficient 
ys de- 


1 
st 
Bill 


d car 

new 
1 has 
study, 
to be 


action 
of the 


t ad- 
truck 
Paler’s 
‘efund 
od be- 
st ad 


house 
is still 
n of 
-ensed 
scale. 


hit 

ardized 
e of $5 
ng un 
iced in 
nest F 
the fee 
horse 
license 
»y this 











Sparks 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1939 










Chris 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


the itching foot so I organized a| Administration building, readying 
one-man expedition last Tuesday|up for something new in Stude- 


and led a columnar attack on 
south Bend—you know South 
pend, Ind.—that’s where Stude- 
paker is built. I just went to nose 
ground for the day, talking to 
paul Hoffman, Harold Vance and 
George Keller and to find how the 
other half (outside Detroit) lives. 

The vice-president in charge of 
sales, otherwise Keller, had just 
returned from a_sun-tan trip 
through the south — Tennessee, 
Iouisiana and Texas. He brought 
pack word that the first 10 days 
of January, so far as Studebaker 
was concerned, had slumped a 
pit. But in the second 10 days his 
dealers sold twice as many cars as 
they had in the first 10 days, while 
the indications were that the last 
10 days would equal or better the 
frst 20 days. Encouraging, he 


thought. 
* * Ba 


LOOKING BACK over 1938, 
Keller used as a yardstick the fall- 
ing off in that year of the industry 
as a whole, which he pegged at 
49.5 percent and he called his sta- 
tisticians with Studebaker’s fig- 
ures, which showed 42.5 for Stude- 
baker. In October, November and 
December, said statisticians pointed 
out that, while factory sales for 
the entire industry were down 4.5 
percent in the three months over 
the same period of ’37, Studebaker 
was up 12 percent. 

Swinging into 1939, Keller, V. 
P., told me his dealer stocks at the 
last report last month totaled only 
7,213 as against 8,626 the same 
time last year. And in the last 60 
days Keller has signed up 96 new 
dealers, his total now being 2,169. 

ob 


GEORGE WOLFE was polish- 
ing up the brass door knobs of the 


Cadillac Dealers’ 
Used Car Stock 


Declines in Jan. 








DETROIT.—Contrary to previ- 
ous trends in early January, used 
car stocks of Cadillac-LaSalle 
dealers declined in the second 10- 
day period of the month, accord- 
ing to General Sales Manager D. 
E. Ahrens. 

“This is a bright feature of our 
most recent business report,” said 
Mr. Ahrens. “It reveals buying 
power in a market that is usually 
sluggish at this time of year and, 
further, that dealers are directing 
greater attention to inventories to 
escape the stock burdens of other 
winters. 

“The reduction in used car 
stocks was especially significant 
since new car sales in the second 
10 days of January scored a 22 
percent increase over the first 10 
days. Thus used car sales more 
than kept pace with the turnover 
required by improved new car 
business.” 


baker activity—the first meeting 
on Feb. 13 and 14 of the dealers’ 
advisory counciil which will dis- 
cuss merchandising plans, adver- 
tising, sales promotion and general 
policy, as outlined by the high 
command at the factory—Hoffman, 
Vance and Keller. 


This advisory board, as I said 
before, is a new idea with Stude- 
baker. Other companies have sim- 
ilar committees, but Keller’s way 
of picking ’em is new. It’s done 
by lot—the names are drawn out 
of the hat, three coming from each 
of the company’s 16 branches, 
meaning that each of these meet- 
ings will bring to South Bend 48 
of the retailers and their service 


men. 
* * & 


AND WHILE in South Bend I 
picked up a story of how Keller 
for 24 hours was owner of a lion 

sae cub. This was 
dropped into his 
lap when he 
visited his friend, 
Clyde Beatty, 
whose animal 
farm is at Roch- 
ester, Ind. George 

drove over a 
week ago to see 
Clyde, who 
showed him two 
lion cubs which 
had recently be- 
come Hoosiers by 
birth. Cute little 
devils they were, and Clyde said 
George could have one of them. 
The present was accepted and 
Keller, V. P., took his’n back to 
South Bend only to discover that 
his apartment in the Hoffman 
House was no place to keep lions. 
After trying it for 24 hours he re- 
luctantly shipped his’n back to 
Beatty. 





Lion Tamer 
Keller 


* *& * 


AS THIS column goes tc press, 
Bill Knudsen, Dick Grant and 
Larry Fisher, of General Motors’ 
high command, were up-and- 
downing the West Coast on their 
annual pilgrimage. They were in 
Los Angeles and on this visit two, 
who called on them to pay their 
respects, were Barney Oldfield and 
Varley Young, which caused 
Young, formerly Chevrolet pub- 
licity, to write me that “I asked 
Mr. Knudsen if the dealers recog- 
nized him on this trip and he had 
a hearty laugh. 

“You remember, don’t you, the 
story they tell of Mr. Knudsen’s 
first trip of this sort? They drove 
that time. Pulling up in front of a 
small dealership with a gas pump 
out in front, the dealer came out 
and while he was pumping gas 
Mr. Knudsen said: ‘You’re the 
dealer here, aren’t you?’ Getting 
an affirmative answer, Mr. Knud- 
sen then said: ‘Well, this is Mr. 
L. P. Fisher and Mr. R. H. Grant, 
vice-presidents of General Mo- 
tors, and I’m Mr. Knudsen. We’re 
here to spend a few minutes with 









A NEW SKI LIFT, developed by the Industrial Engine division 
Chrysler Corp. It is powered by a Chrysler industrial engine and uses a 
Standard heavy-duty transmission and rear axle. 
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FORD OFFICIALS meet with dealers at Dallas at an informal two-day conference. Among those attending were, 


seated, left to right, King Dugan, A. S. Hatch, in charge of Lincoln and Lincoln-Zephyr sales; J. 


R. Davis, general 


sales manager; Raymond Pearson; T. W. Skinner, general sales department; T. Naubert, in charge of service. Standing, 
left to right: Clyde Randall, O. E. Brittain, R. T. Andress, F. L. Wotipka, Frank D. Kent, Fred Jones, George W. Bohn, 


H. K. Barwick jr., T. 


L. Huber, H. Herff, J. L. Boggus, S. 


L. Dublin and L. A. 


Neal. 





you and inquire about your busi- 
ness.’ 

“Whereupon the dealer dropped 
the gasoline hose and with an in- 
credulous look on his face, said: 
‘The hell you say! Why, I ain’t 
even met the district manager 
yet!” 

* a a 

BEFORE I tear up my Cali- 
fornia notebook and call it a year, 
I’d like to mention that one of the 
old friends I met in Los Angeles 
was Carl M. Green, once the Green 
of Green, Fulton & Cunningham, 
who has been retired from busi- 
ness for at least 15 years and set- 
tled down in Pasadena. Carl did 
baseball in my Chicago Daily 
News days, joined the Boston Red 
Sox as secretary and eventually 
became manager of the team. Then 
he went into advertising and set 
up his own agency, first in Detroit 
and then, when he got the Nash 
account, he moved his headquar- 
ters to Chicago. 

Another I talked to over the 
phone from the Ambassador was 
Paul Hoffman. Not Studebaker’s 
Paul Hoffman, but the Paul Hoff- 
man who used to drive the Pierce- 
Arrow for Henry Paulman in the 
Chicago economy runs, hill climbs 
and reliabilities of 25 years ago. 
He usually was the winner under 
the formula. For 20 years now he 
has been a clerk in the Holly- 
wood postoffice. 

a = 2 

ONE OF the pioneers I missed, 
due to having to cut short the trip, 
was none other than Edgar Apper- 
son who, with his brother Elmer, 
now dead, helped Elwood Haynes 
build the first American car and 
later made the Apperson under 
their own name. Edgar, now 75 
years old, lives in Phoenix, Ariz., 
and had invited me to stop off 
for a day with him. | 


SOCIETY NOTES: Hiking to 
Sun Valley, Calif., this week are 
such stalwarts of the skis as David 
Wallace, president of Chrysler 
division, Chrysler Corp.; James 
W. Lee 2nd, Chrysler public re- 
lations, and C. B. McIntyre, Mon- 
roe Equipment Co., Monroe, Mich. 


Ohio Assn. Backs 
Bill to Eliminate 
Pyramiding Tax 





COLUMBUS, O.—Legislation 
amending the Ohio sales tax law, 
so that automobile purchasers will 
pay 3 percent on only the cash 
difference between the purchased 
car and the trade-in, will be sup- 
ported by the Ohio Automotive 
Assn., it is announced by William 
J. Michaels, chairman of the as- 
sociation’s legislative committee. 

“As the law now stands,” 
Michaels said, “the public ac- 
tually pays 7% percent sales tax 
on some used cars, instead of 3 
percent. Actuarial figures show 
that for every new car sold in 
Ohio the dealer takes in 2% used 
cars on the average. For 


pay 3 percent on the gross pur- 
chase price of the car. When the 
car taken in trade is resold by the 
dealer, another 3 percent tax is 
collected, thereby pyramiding the 
tax.” 

The amendment will be one of 
the chief topics of discussion at the 
state convention of automobile 
dealers to be held here Feb. 7. 


each | 
deal, the customer is required to| 





Ashtabula Cremates Trolley, 
Switches to Bus System 


ASHTABULA, O.—Despite the 
winter’s worst snow and ice storm, 
which crippled motor transportation 
throughout the midwest this week, 
the city of Ashtabula carried 
through its transition from anti- 
quated “Toonerville” trolleys to an 
all-bus transportation system. 

With fanfare and ceremony, more 
than 2,500 Ashtabulans gathered at 
the city garage Tuesday night to 
attend the cremation of the oldest 
trolley car, and to witness the 
christening of the new fleet of five 
Ford 25-passenger transit type 
buses which now compose the roll- 
ing stock of the municipally-owned 
bus line. 

To publicize the dedication pro- 
gram, city officials had planned to 
park the new buses in the down- 
town district so that residents 
might inspect them. Arrival of the 
storm, however, clogged the tracks 
with heavy ice and coated the 
swaying trolley wires. Conditions 
soon became so bad that the trol- 
leys could not run. 

Hearing that his trolleys were 
marooned in valleys throughout the 
city, City Manager Tom R. Bailey 
immediately pressed the Ford fleet 
into service, giving a two-day “pre- 


Jobber Exhibit 
On Coast Gets 
MEMA Protest 


LOS ANGELES.—tThe Los 
Angeles Automotive Booster Club 
will stage a Jobber-Booster Auto- 
motive exposition Mar. 10-12. It 
is hoped to make the event an 
annual affair. 

The Motor and Equipment Man- 
ufacturers Assn., in a_ bulletin 
issued in New York, protested 
against decision to hold the show 
without first sounding out manu- 
facturer opinion on the subject. 
The MEMA, which has conducted 
a vigorous crusade to reduce the 
number of shows to avoid “chaos,” 
cited in the bulletin that many 
members of the Los Angeles club 
are opposed to the exposition. 


Deadline Bill Passed 


MADISON, Wis.—A bill extending 
the deadline for obtaining new auto— 
mobile license plates from Feb. 1 to 
Mar. 15 was the first to pass both 
houses 





of the legislature and was 


signed Jan. 27 by Gov. Julius P. Heil. 


mature birth’ to the all-weather 
motorized transportation system. 
At the evening program, Bailey 
and Mayor Carl J. Carper spoke 
from a black-draped “funeral” trol- 
ley, which was saturated with oil 
and then touched off. As flames 
consumed the ancient “jitterbug,” 
five-year-old Donna Mae Bailey 
broke a bottle of “pure Lake Erie 
water” over the hood of a new 
bus. In speeches at the car-burn- 


ing and in earlier radio talks, 
Mayor Carper and the city man- 
ager stated that the streamlined 


bus system will operate at less 
than half the cost-per-mile of the 
outmoded trolley system. They also 
said that the buses cost the city 
less than one-fifth the total cost of 
the system they replace. 





Diversion Foes 
Face Showdown 
In N. C. Assembly 


RALEIGH, N. C. (UTPS).— 
Sharp lines are being drawn for 
a showdown fight on highway 
fund diversion, which promises to 
be the most controversial issue of 
the 1939 North Carolina general 
assembly. 

Anti-diversionists are making 
confident claims that they can 
swing a majority at least in the 
senate. Their opponents, however, 
predict that the picture will 
change considerably after Gov. 
Clyde R. Hoey presents his views 
at a joint session of the legislature. 

The governor has asserted re- 
peatedly that he favors the trans- 
fer, from highways to the general 
fund, of a sum equivalent to a 3 
percent sales tax on gasoline. The 
proposed budget now pending be- 
fore the joint finance and ap- 
propriations committees provides 
for the transfer of $7,000,000, if 
necessary. 


Gov. Hoey and many of his 
supporters take the stand that the 
sales tax on gasoline is similar to 
the sales tax on food or on clothes. 
Consequently, they say, at least a 
portion of the gasoline tax receipts 
should go to the general fund to 
help support public schools and 
other state institutions and de- 
partments. 








NEW AND OLD of the Ashtabula (O.) transportation system. Despite this 
week’s blizzard, 2,500 Ashtabulans witnessed the cremation of city’s oldest 
trolley (right) and attended the christening of the new fleet of five Ford 25- 
Passenger transit type buses which now compose the rolling stock of the mu- 


nicipal-owned system. 


















DES MOINES DEALER says: 


“‘My net profit on trucks has 
always been about a fourth of 
my profit from my entire retail 
department. In other words, I’m 
25 per cent better off at the end 
of the year than if I didn’t sell 
trucks. That’s why I’d recom- 
mend to any automobile dealer 
in almost any kind of commu- 
nity that he take full advantage 
of the plus profits available 
from trucks.’”— Ben Sanders, 
Pres., Sanders Motor Company, 
Incorporated, Des Moines, Iowa. 








med me y 
Giant new Dodge truck plant...largest production capacity of any 
single exclusive truck plant. Complete with railroad yards, factory 
offices, assembly lines for production of 14-ton, *;-ton, 1-ton, 14- 
ton, 2-ton and 3-ton trucks. Property covers more than 48 acres! 
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1939 DODGE LUXURY LINER. A triumph of Dodge’s 25 years of 
fine car building! An entirely new and greater Dodge...more beau- 
tiful, more luxurious, roomier...and with more new engineering 
advantages packed into it than any new model Dodge has ever 
offered America! Yet this new Dodge Luxury Liner is priced 
even lower than last year’s Dodge! 
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DODGE SCORES VALUE SCOOP 


1939 DODGE TRUCKS MAKE 


¢ 


WITH GIANT NEW TRUCK PLANT! 


A* yourself this question: have you 
ever seen any motorcar merchant 
who has a more complete line of sala- 
ble merchandise than this famous Triple- 
Profit Dealership offérs Dodge-Plymouth 
dealers for 1939? 

Not just one, but two passenger car 
lines which have both “clicked” with the 
public’s taste and pocketbook right across 
America! And now Dodge has a com- 
pletely new line of Dodge trucks that 
meets the requirements of 9 out of every 
10 truck buyers! 

These new trucks are “truck-built” in 
the giant new Dodge truck plant—where 
huge new processing equipment, devoted 
exclusively to truck manufacture, en- 
ables Dodge trucks to set new standards of 
value! These new trucks are not only 


standouts for looks and extra-quality fea- 
tures that mean economy, long life and 
brilliant performance, but they are offered 
at new lower prices!...prices that 
bring them right down in the lowest- 
price group! 

It’s a fact that, over the past years, 
many Dodge dealers show that truck 
sales account for 25% to 40% of their net 
profit. And that doesn’t take into account 
the increased service and parts business 
to be gained as a result of these truck 
sales! 

Add atruck picture such as this to the 
two fast-selling Dodge and Plymouth 
passenger car lines—and it’s easy to 
see why Dodge dealers say this Triple- 
Profit Dealership is a better set-up than 
ever in 1939! 





1939 DODGE TRUCKS. Complete line to meet practically any 
and every hauling need. Seven “‘truck-built” engines provide 
power expressly for service required— mean maximum econ- 
omy. 6-cylinder engines with gas- and oil-saving features such 
as: valve-seat inserts, full-length water jackets, aluminum 
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1939 PLYMOUTH. “So beautiful you won’t believe it’s a low- 


priced car!” Lavish new luxury...longer wheelbase...new High- 


Torque engine performance...new perfected Remote Control 
shifting... New All-Silent Auto-Mesh Transmission! Plymouth 
sets a new pace for 1939! 


alloy pistons. Springs, axle shafts and other vital parts are of 
tough Amola Steel. Cabs, bodies and all sheet metal rust- 
proofed. New baked-on, weather-resisting enamel | finish 


retains its fine appearance longer. Yet new Dodge trucks 


are priced with the lowest! 
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